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opposing the move of govern-
ment of india to land plane 
carrying deported indians at 
amritsar airport, the punjab 
Chief Minister Bhagwant singh 
Mann on Friday described it as 
a conspiracy of union govern-
ment to defame punjab and 
punjabis. 

interacting with the media 
persons here on February 14, 
the Chief Minister said that de-
spite of punjab being food bowl 
and sword arm of india, BJp led 
government has started a tirade 
to defame state. He said that 
the move to land plane carrying 
deported indians from us in 
amritsar is just another attempt 
of the government of india to 
tarnish image of punjab glob-
ally. He questioned the move 
of Mea to choose amritsar for 
landing these this plane here 
whereas there are hundreds 
of other airports in the country. 

the Chief Minister said that 

he has already raised this issue 
with the Mea and MHa but 
hasn’t received any positive 
response from them. He said 
that one plane had landed a 
few days back and now two 
more planes are being landed 
without any proper justification.  
Mann said that punjabis are 
being targeted because prime 
Minister and his party doesn’t 
like them despite of the fact 
that more than 90% of people 
martyred, jailed or exiled during 
indian freedom struggle were 
from punjab. 

the Chief Minister said that 
it is the moral responsibility of 
the Mea to explain why punjab 

especially amritsar has been 
chosen for this landing. He said 
that despite of fact that a hos-
tile neighbor is 40 kilometres 
away from amritsar; an army 
plane of us is being landed here.  
Mann said that when the state 
government demands starting 
of international flights from 
here then the demand is de-
clined by citing several frivolous 
reasons.  However, he said that 
to tarnish the image of state 
the plane carrying deportees is 
being landed here without any 
rationale. He said that if the 
plane carrying former prime 
Minister of Bangladesh shiekh 
Haseena can be landed at Hin-

don air port and rafale jet can 
land in ambala then why can’t 
be this plane taken to any other 
part of country.  Mann said that 
illegal immigration is not only 
the problem of punjab but it 
is a national problem whereas 
projection is being made that 
punjab is severely affected by 
this so only punjabis are being 
deported from united states. 

training his guns against 
prime Minister narendra Modi, 
the Chief Minister quipped that 
the ‘self proclaimed global lead-
er’ has failed to secure rights 
of indians. He said that it is 
the failure of foreign policy of 
the country as when Modi was 
shaking hand with his friend 
donald trump, at the same 
time the chained indians were 
being deported through army 
plane. Mann said that  except 
his self glorification Modi has 
gained nothing for the  country 
in his trip and the chained in-
dians deported to their native 
land are a return gift by trump 
to Modi.

New Delhi: state-owned 
telecom major Bharat sanchar 
nigam Limited (BsnL) on Fri-
day reported a profit of rs 262 
crore in the third quarter of the 
current financial year, marking 
its first return to profitability 
since 2007.

this milestone reflects the 
company’s focus on innova-
tion, aggressive network ex-
pansion, cost optimisation, 
and customer-centric service 
improvements, the BsnL said 
in a statement.

BsnL chairman and man-
aging director a. robert J. 
ravi, said: “We expect revenue 
growth to improve further, ex-
ceeding 20% by the end of the 
financial year. revenue from 
Mobility, FttH, and Leased 
Lines has increased by 15 per 
cent, 18 per cent, and 14 per 
cent, respectively, over Q3 of 
the previous year.

additionally, BsnL has suc-
cessfully reduced its finance 
cost and overall expenditure, 
leading to a decline in losses 

by over rs 1,800 crore com-
pared to last year, he pointed 
out. the government’s sup-
port through strategic revival 
initiatives, including spectrum 
allocation, and capital infu-
sion have played a key role 
in bolstering our operations, 
ravi said. He said that BsnL 
has introduced new innova-
tions such as national WiFi 
roaming, BitV – Free en-
tertainment for all mobile 
customers, and iFtV for all 
FttH customers.

the continuous focus on 
quality of service and service 
assurance has further strength-
ened customer trust and rein-
forced the BsnL’s position as a 
leading telecom service provider 
in india, ravi said. “this rs 
262 crore profit underscores 
the BsnL’s resurgence and 

long-term sustainability. as we 
continue on this growth trajec-
tory, we remain committed to 
delivering higher value to our 
shareholders, expanding market 
opportunities, and driving in-
novation,” he added.

the BsnL posted a robust 
double-digit growth across 
also its services with mobility 
services revenue growing by 
15 per cent during the october-
december quarter, Fiber-to-the-
Home (FttH) revenue increas-
ing by 18 per cent and leased 
line services revenue clocking a 
14 per cent jump over the same 
quarter of the previous year.

the BsnL has been aggres-
sively expanding its network 
with an accelerated 4g rollout 
and fiber-optic infrastructure 
upgrades.

it has also strengthened con-
nectivity across urban and rural 
areas and introduced custom-
er-centric digital innovations 
with national WiFi roaming for 
seamless internet access across 
networks, the BsnL chief added.

ChaNDigarh: in a bonanza 
to employees and pensioners 
of the government, the punjab 
Cabinet led by Chief Minister 
Bhagwant Mann on thursday 
accorded consent to disburse 
arrears of rs 14,000 crore to 
them.

a decision to this effect 
was taken in the meeting of 
the Council of Ministers held 
here under the chairmanship 
of the Chief Minister. a spokes-
person for the Chief Minister’s 
office said the Cabinet gave 
approval to release arrears of 
revised pay and pensions and 
leave encashment from January 
1, 2016, to June 30, 2022, and 
that dearness allowance (da) 
and dearness relief (dr) from 
July 1, 2021, to March 31, 2024, 
for pensioners and employees.

this sum worth rs 14, 000 
crore will be released in stages 
and will give much-needed relief 
to the employees and pension-
ers, an official statement said.

pertinently, there are three 

lakh employees and three lakh 
pensioners of the government 
who will directly benefit from 
this decision. additionally, the 
Cabinet gave the nod to create 
new posts in the punjab state 
Legal services authority for 
setting up 22 new Lok adalats 
to dispense justice to the people.

the Cabinet also gave ap-
proval to create three new posts 
of assistant director, senior as-
sistant and sewadar in the newly 
created district of Malerkotla. 

in order to check the pilferage 
of taxes by proper utilization 
of the human resources in the 
taxation department, the Cabi-
net also gave approval for the 
creation of 476 new posts in the 
department. along with it green 
signal was given for changing 
the nomenclature of the posts 
of the inspectors in the depart-
ment as they will be now known 
as state taxation officers.

the Cabinet also accorded 
consent for the recruitment of 53 

drivers in the excise department 
on a regular basis. the Cabinet 
also gave the green signal to 
amend the rules and qualifica-
tions for the direct recruitment 
of physical training instructors 
(pti teachers) in the elementary 
education department. this 
will facilitate the recruitment 
of 2, 000 teachers. in order to 
impart quality health services 
to the people of the state, the 
Cabinet also gave a nod for the 
revival of 822 posts of the group-
C cadre in the Health and Family 
Welfare department. this will 
help enhance the efficiency of the 
department, thereby benefitting 
the people by providing them 
with quality healthcare services.

the Cabinet also gave ap-
proval for the creation of 97 
posts of various cadres in the 
dr B.r. ambedkar state insti-
tute of Medical sciences, sas 
nagar. this will further help 
in increasing the efficiency of 
the institute to provide quality 
medical services to the people.

BeNgaluru: president 
droupadi Murmu inaugurated 
the inaugural session of the 
10th edition of the international 
Women’s Conference at the art 
of Living centre here on Friday. 
over 500 delegates from 50 
countries are expected to take 
part in the conference.

speaking at the programme, 
president Murmu suggested 
every woman to look within and 
find a treasure trove of virtues, 
talents, mental and spiritual 
strength to make a positive 
and long-lasting impact on 
the society.

“it is not possible to break bar-
riers and stereotypes without 
mental strength,” she under-
lined. “gurudev sri sri ravi 
shankar and the art of Living 
have inspired and helped people 
around the world to find inner 
peace through meditation and 
humanitarian services,” presi-
dent Murmu said.

“We are at the edge of tech-
nological disruption. in such 
a competitive world, we should 
ensure our human values re-
main intact. this is where the 
role of women becomes im-
portant, because they lead with 
compassion and kindness.”

speaking about the need to 
work on mental health, presi-
dent Murmu said: “you can 
break silence by creating safe 
spaces and support systems for 
everyone to share and express. 
it is not possible to break bar-
riers and stereotypes without 
mental strength.”

Celebrated actress and Mem-

ber of parliament Hema Malini 
said: “Many people ask how i 
manage dance, performance, 
and public service? i say, ‘Just 
Be’. yoga, dance, and medita-
tion – taught by gurudev – help 
me center myself.”

annapurna devi, union 
Minister for Women and Child 
development, speaking at the 
event, said: “Just Be is a re-
minder to stay grounded while 
chasing material success. Medi-
tation and pranayama help us 
find balance and clarity. When 
women accept themselves fully, 
they gain confidence and inde-
pendence.”

Besides, shobha Karandlaje, 
union Minister of state for Min-
istry of Labour and employ-
ment, Ministry of Micro, small 
and Medium enterprises spoke 
about a paradigm shift in in-
dia’s policy-making, which has 
changed focus from women’s 
development to women-led 
development. in governance, 
business, and science, women 
are leading the way, she said.

the union Mos said that 
it was a matter of pride that 
india’s invaluable contribution 

and leadership in the world is 
through its wisdom and hu-
man values and “never through 
conquest”.

in this, the work done by 
the art of Living in bringing 
spiritual solace to millions of 
people across the globe with 
its stress-relief programmes 
and service projects, shobha 
Karandlaje said.

patricia scotland, secretary-
general of the Commonwealth, 
stated: “We are in a state of 
flux, facing pain, difficulty, and 
challenge. never before have we 
needed this message of peace 
and tranquility more than today. 
With determination, will, and 
the practice of yoga and medi-
tation, we can break barriers 
and navigate the challenges of 
our times. every ceiling i have 
shattered was not by me but 
through my faith in god.”

“uniquely themed ‘Just Be,’ 
the conference called for a con-
scious pause, balance, accep-
tance of oneself, and resilience 
as avenues for navigating life’s 
challenges and driving mean-
ingful change in the world,” she 
said.

hm shah reviews implementation 
of three new Criminal laws in 
maharashtra

New Delhi: union Home 
Minister amit shah on Friday 
chaired a review meeting on the 
implementation of three new 
criminal laws in Maharashtra, 
asking the state to establish a 
model directorate of prosecu-
tion system in line with the new 
criminal laws.

in the presence of Chief 
Minister devendra Fadnavis, 
HM shah reviewed the imple-
mentation and present status 
of various new provisions re-
lated to police, prisons, courts, 
prosecution, and forensics in 
the state.

the meeting was attended 
by the union Home secretary, 
the Chief secretary and director 
general of police of Maharash-
tra, the director general of the 
Bureau of police research and 
development (Bprd), the di-
rector general of the national 
Crime records Bureau (nCrB), 
and other senior officials from 
the union Home Ministry and 
the state government.

the Home Minister said that 
the narendra Modi government 
is committed to providing a 
speedy and transparent justice 
system to the countrymen.

He said that to strengthen 
law and order, it is essential for 
crimes to be registered so that 
there should not be any delay 
in filing Firs.

New Delhi:  the income-
tax Bill, 2025 tabled in par-
liament on thursday, marks 
a significant step toward 
simplifying the language and 
structure of the income-tax 
act, 1961 based on global best 
practices, according to a state-
ment issued by the Finance 
Ministry.

the review has led to a 
substantial reduction in the 
act’s volume, making it more 
streamlined and navigable. 
the total number of words in 
the new income tax Bill has 
been reduced to 259, 676 in 
the new income tax Bill from 
a massive 512, 535 words in 
the existing income tax act, 
1961. this close to 50 per cent 
cut has resulted in a reduction 
of 252, 859 words, the state-
ment said.

accordingly, the number of 
chapters in the new income 
tax Bill has come down to 23 
from 47 in the existing income 
tax act, 1961. similarly, the 
number of sections has been 
cut to 536 from 819 earlier 
which has resulted in remov-
ing as many as 283 sections, 
the statement explained.

this massive reduction has 
taken place with the simplifi-
cation of language, making the 
law more accessible while the 
consolidation of amendments 
has reduced fragmentation.

there has also been a struc-

tural rationalisation through 
tables and formulae for im-
proved readability. Besides, 
the preservation of existing 
taxation principles has en-
sured continuity while enhanc-
ing usability, the statement 
said.

Consultations were held 
with industry experts and tax 
professionals and simplifica-
tion models from australia 
and the uK were studied for 
best practices.

the simplification exercise 
was guided by three core prin-
ciples which include textual 
and structural simplification 
for improved clarity and coher-
ence, ensuring continuity and 
certainty with no major tax 
policy changes and no modifi-
cations of tax rates to preserve 
predictability for taxpayers, 
the finance ministry said.

a three-pronged approach 

was adopted with a focus on 
eliminating intricate language 
to enhance readability, remov-
ing redundant and repetitive 
provisions for better naviga-
tion and reorganising sections 
logically to facilitate ease of 
reference, according to the 
statement, 

the government also en-
sured widespread stakeholder 
engagement, consulting tax-
payers, businesses, industry 
associations, and professional 
bodies. out of 20, 976 online 
suggestions received, relevant 
suggestions were examined 
and incorporated, where fea-
sible.

the income-tax Bill, 2025 
reflects the government’s 
commitment to enhancing 
ease of doing business by 
providing a tax framework 
that is simple and clear, the 
statement added.

Jagmohan Singh 
Amritsar

Jatehdar akal takht gyani 
raghbir singh condemned 
the dismissal of services of 
takht damdama sahib Jate-
hdar gyani Harpreet singh.

presently Jatehdar gyani 
raghbir singh was in england 
tour where through his social 
media Facebook post said the 
way gyani Harpreet singh 
was removed was highly con-
demnable and a direct attack 
on sovereignty of the highest 
sikh temporal seat akal takht.

“earlier december 2, 2024 
i had asked the sgpC the 
way they have formed en-
quiry committee to enquire 
18 years old family issues 
was totally wrong. More-
over, sgpC have no power 

to hold enquiry against the 
sitting jatehdar.  only jateh-
dar akal takht has power  to 
hold enquiry against the sit-
ting jatehdar. But here sgpC 
has insulted gyani Harpreet 
singh”, said he in his face-
book post.

However, on February 10 
the shiromani gurdwara 
parbandhak Committee on 
Monday dismissed the ser-
vices of giani Harpreet singh 
as the Jathedar of takht sri 
damdama sahib.

the decision came in 
the sgpC’s executive com-
mittee meeting which was 
held here. the committee 
accepted the report of the 
three-member committee, 
which was formed to probe 
the allegations against giani 
Harpreet singh.  

Punjab Cm extends good 
wishes to shubhman gill & 
arshdeep singh for ensuing 
iCC Champions trophy

ChaNDigarh: punjab Chief 
Minister Bhagwant singh Mann 
on Friday extended best wishes to 
the Vice Captain of indian Cricket 
team and batsman shubhman gill 
and fast bowler arshdeep singh 
for the upcoming iCC Champions 
trophy. Both the cricketers called 
on the Chief Minister here at his 
official residence today afternoon. 
during the deliberations, the Chief 
Minister said that both the crick-
eters have brought laurels for the 
state and country by performing 
exceptionally well in national and 
international events. He said that 
shubhman played a key role in in-
dia’s feat as runners up in the one 
day World Cup, whereas arshdeep 
acted as a catalyst in india’s victory 
in the t20 world cup. Bhagwant 
singh Mann also congratulated 
shubhman gill for his remark-
able performance in the recently 
concluded series against england. 

mounting public pressure 
forced Biren singh to 
resign: rahul gandhi

imphal: Leader of the op-
position (Lop) rahul gandhi 
reacting to the Manipur Chief 
Minister n.Biren singh’s res-
ignation, said that he quit the 
post following “mounting public 
pressure”.

the Lop, who visited Mani-
pur three times after the ethnic 
violence broke out on May 3, 
2023, in a post on the X said: 

“For nearly two years, BJp’s CM 
Biren singh instigated division 
in Manipur. pM Modi allowed 
him to continue despite the 
violence, loss of life, and the 
destruction of the idea of india 
in Manipur.”

He added that the resigna-
tion of Biren singh shows that 
mounting public pressure, the 
sC investigation and the no-
confidence motion by the Con-
gress have forced a reckoning.

“But the most urgent priority 
is to restore peace in the state 
and work to heal the wounds 
of the people of Manipur. pM 
Modi must visit Manipur at 
once, listen to the people and 
finally explain his plan to bring 
back normalcy, ” he said.

the Lop’s third visit came 
during the second leg of his 
Bharat Jodo nyay yatra, which 
started from Manipur on Janu-
ary 14 last year. the 67-day-long 
yatra ended in Mumbai cover-
ing 85 districts of 14 states.

the Congress kicked off the 
Bharat Jodo nyay yatra from 
Manipur with a promise to 

“bring peace and harmony” to 
the ethnic violence-hit state.

Lop rahul gandhi in his 
speech in the parliament and 
outside the parliament urged 
prime Minister narendra Modi 
to visit Manipur and restore 
peace and normalcy.

Meanwhile, Congress gen-
eral secretary and parliament 
member Jairam ramesh said 
that the Congress was all set to 
move a no-confidence motion 
against the Chief Minister and 
his Council of Ministers in the 
Manipur assembly on Monday 
and sensing the climate, the 
Manipur CM has resigned.

“this was a demand that the 
Congress has been making since 
early May 2023, when Manipur 
erupted. the Chief Minister’s 
resignation was belated. the 
people of Manipur now await 
a visit by our Frequent Flier pM 
who is off to France and the 
usa now - and who has found 
neither the time nor the inclina-
tion to go to Manipur these past 
twenty months, ” ramesh, who 
also visited Manipur several 
times during the past two years 
after the ethnic violence started, 
said in a post on the X.

MSMEs Get USD 100 
Mn Green Financing 
from SIDBI-AFD deal

New Delhi:  the small 
industries development 
Bank of india (sidBi) has 
entered into a significant 
credit facility agreement 
with the French develop-
ment agency (aFd), se-
curing a usd 100 million 
funding commitment to 
enhance green financing 
solutions for indian micro, 
small, and medium enter-
prises (MsMes). 

this strategic partnership 
is designed to accelerate 
sustainable growth initia-
tives and facilitate india’s 
transition toward a low-
carbon economic model.

the credit line will enable 
sidBi to expand its finan-
cial support to MsMes seek-
ing to implement energy-
efficient technologies, adopt 
renewable energy solutions, 
and incorporate climate-
friendly business practices. 
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Chandigarh: In a major 
step aimed at facilitating the 
NRIs across the state, the Pun-
jab Cabinet today approved to 
set up special fast track NRI 
courts in six districts of the state. 
As per the decision these courts 
will be set up at Jalandhar, 
Hoshiarpur, Kapurthala, Sha-
heed Bhagat Singh Nagar, Moga 
and Ludhiana. This will ensure 
smooth dispensation of justice 
to the NRI brethren thereby 
giving a big relief to them.

Honorarium of village 
Chowkidars enhanced: In 
a major decision, the Cabinet 
also gave nod for enhancing the 
monthly honorarium of the Ru-
ral Chowkidars from existing Rs 
1250 to Rs 1500. This initiative 
will help in smooth discharge of 
duty by the chowkidars in the 
rural areas of the state.

Optimum utilization of land 
belonging to bathinda thermal 
plant given green signal : The 

Cabinet also decided to optimal-
ly utilize 253 Acres land, of the 
Thermal power plant Bathinda, 
with the Bathinda Development 
Authority for residential/ com-
mercial sites, water treatment 
plant, Bus stand, ESI Hospital 
and Schools and returning 1235 

acre land to PSPCL. Apart from 
this, the administrative control 
of three lakes falling in approxi-
mately 173 Acre land of Thermal 
plant will remain with the Bath-
inda Development Authority 
and the ownership rights will 
remain with the PSPCL. This 

Area will be developed by the 
BDA as a tourist spot which 
will make the city as a tourist 
Hub and the profit from this 
will be distributed to PSPCL 
and Bathinda Development 
Authority under 80:20 Policy 
of the Department.

Malvinder Singh 
Kang thanks Court for 
Convicting Sajjan Kumar

Chandigarh: Aam Aadmi 
Party (AAP) leader Malvinder 
Singh Kang has expressed grati-
tude to the court and extended 
support to the victimized fami-
lies after Congress leader and 
former MP Sajjan Kumar was 
convicted by Rouse Avenue 
Court in a 1984 Sikh riots case.

AAP Member Parliament 
Malvinder Singh Kang said that 
Sajjan Kumar is clearly guilty 
in the 1984 Sikh riots, which 
were sponsored by the Con-
gress party. He stated that the 
conviction of Sajjan Kumar has 
rekindled some hope of justice 
for the victimized families.

Kang remarked that although 
it has taken decades, the court’s 
decision is commendable. He 
said that this judgment has 
strengthened people’s faith 
in the judicial system. He ex-
pressed hope that other culprits 
will also be punished soon and 
Sajjan Kumar will receive the 
strictest punishment.

It is notable that on Novem-
ber 1, 1984, a father and son 
were killed in the Saraswati 
Vihar area. In the same case, 
Rouse Avenue Court’s Special 
Judge Kaveri Baweja convicted 
Sajjan Kumar on Wednesday. 
Sajjan Kumar, who has been in 
jail for the past six years, was 
brought to court from prison. 
The sentence will be decided 
by the court on February 18.

Raju William
Chandigarh

Even before the Delhi elec-
tions, the common discourse in 
Punjab was that the Congress 
would most likely win the 2027 
Assembly elections. There are 
several reasons to support this 
widely prevailing perception. 

After the debacle of AAP in 
Delhi, the party’s entire focus 
has shifted to Punjab. Its na-
tional convener Arvind Ke-
jriwal summoned the Punjab 
MLAs and ministers to Delhi. 
One of the major reasons for 
this, in the changed political 
scenario post February 8 Del-
hi polls’ results, was to make 
them re-swear their loyalty to 
him and the party and to show 
to people at large that he is still 
the boss despite losing his own 
seat in the elections. 

In my view, Kejriwal also 
staged this show of loyalty 
test fearing possible defec-
tions from the party which 
cannot be ruled out in the 
time to come. 

The AAP government in 
Punjab has failed terribly to 
deliver on its promises, like 
giving Rs 1000 per month to 
every woman, corruption-free 
governance, ending the drug 
menace, improving the law 
and order situation, employ-
ment generation, availability 
of sand at cheaper rates, and 
streamlining the economy. 

People believe that the bu-
reaucracy doesn’t listen to 
the AAP legislators and local 
leaders. My feedback from 
the ground is that whenever 
common people approach 
AAP leaders to get their is-

sues resolved, they get noth-
ing except false promises in 
return. 

The absolute harassment 
faced by the farmers dur-
ing paddy harvesting and 
procurement season is yet 
another factor that has fueled 
this pro-Congress perception. 
Chief Minister Bhagwant 
Singh Mann has proved him-
self inefficient in delivering 
his promises to farmers like 
MSP on Moong dal and com-
pensation to flood-affected 
farmers. 

The business community is 
particularly suffering awfully 
a lot due to prevalent corrup-
tion in several government 
departments. 

The AAP has failed to 
deliver justice on the issues 
of the sacrilege of Sri Guru 
Granth Sahib and the fir-
ing incident at Behbal Kalan 
which had taken place during 
the SAD-BJP regime. 

The bottom line is that the 
AAP has been shaken by its 
defeat in Delhi and antici-
pates its disastrous future 
in the border state. The top 
leadership of AAP has started 
taking measures to save its 

government in Punjab and 
perhaps preparing for the 
next assembly election. 

The Congress is the only 
party left in Punjab that could 
benefit from the present situ-
ation because the Sikh Panth 
and farmers who used to be 
the vote bank of SAD, which 
is not the case now. The party 
has been dealing with mul-
tiple crises within the party. 
At least till the Punjab As-
sembly election 2027, SAD 
will not be able to revive. 

Panthic vote and farmers’ 
vote will never be shifted to 
BJP because it has its base only 
in a couple of segments, in-
cluding Mukerian, Pathankot, 
and some parts of Ludhiana 
and Jalandhar. Even if BJP 
and SAD manage to clinch an 
alliance, the possibility of its 
winning is very low. 

Moreover, the BSP has al-
ready lost its ground among 
the Dalit community of Doaba 
region and the Congress has 
the credit of making the first 
Dalit CM of Punjab. 

Meanwhile, the Punjab 
Congress is working hard and 
inching towards winning the 
2027 Assembly election.

jagmohan Singh 
Amritsar 

In one of the biggest heroin 
seizures of this year Police has 
busted a cross-border smuggling 
racket with the arrest of a drug 
smuggler and recovered 30 Kg 
Heroin from his possession, 
said Director General of Police 
(DGP) Punjab Gaurav Yadav 
here on Friday.

The arrested accused has 
been identified as Gursimranjit 

Singh alias Simran, a resident 
of Baserke Gillan in Gharindha, 
Amritsar. Apart from recovering 
chunk of heroin, police teams 
have also impounded his Ford 

Fiesta car, in which he was go-
ing to deliver the consignment.

DGP Gaurav Yadav said that 
arrested accused Gursimranjit 
Singh was involved in large-
scale heroin smuggling, and 
it was reported that he had 
recently received a large con-
signment of Heroin smuggled 
from across the border. Probe 
also suggested that Pak-based 
smugglers have used drones to 
transport the drug consignment, 
he added. 

jagmohan Singh 
Amritsar 

Cabinet Minister Kuldeep Singh 
Dhaliwal has heartfelt appeal 
to Punjabi youth, urging them 
not to attempt to travel abroad 
through unauthorized routes. 
This plea comes after a tragic 
incident in which a young man, 
Gurpreet Singh, lost his life in 
Guatemala while en route to 
America.

Dhaliwal, who visited the 
family’s home in village Ram-
das to offer condolences, em-
phasized the dangers and ex-
orbitant costs associated with 
these routes. He advised young 
individuals to instead pursue 
skilled education, which re-
duces expenses and eliminates 

risks. With the money spent on 
attempting to travel abroad 
illegally, Dhaliwal suggested 
that good businesses can be 
established in Punjab.

The Cabinet Minister as-
sured Gurpreet Singh’s family 

that the government will make 
every effort to bring his body 
back to Punjab. He reiterated 
that the government, led by 
Chief Minister Bhagwant 
Singh Mann, stands in solidar-
ity with the family during this 

difficult time, acknowledging 
that the loss of a young life can 
never be fully compensated. 

However, Gurpreet from 
Ramdas in Ajnala of Amritsar 
died of cardiac arrest on the 
way to the USA, at Guatemala.

Family sources said that the 
deceased Gurpreet was being 
taken to the USA along with 
others through the infamous 
‘Donkey’ route. This comes 
days after the USA adminis-
tration deported several illegal 
immigrants from India. 

Family sources said that 
they had paid the agents Rs 
16.5 lakh before Gurpreet 
was taken to Guyana where 
he suffered a heart attack on 
the way and breathed his last 
at Guatemala. 

Head Granthi Giani Jagtar 
Singh will perform executive 
services at Takht Sahib

jagmohan Singh 
Amritsar

As expected the Shiromani 
Gurdwara Parbandhak Com-
mittee (SGPC) in its executive 
committee meeting today, ac-
cepted the report of the in-
vestigation panel formed in 
relation to Jathedar of Takht 
Sri Damdama Sahib Giani 
Harpreet Singh and dismissed 
him from religious service. 

Giving information about the 
decision, SGPC secretary Partap 
Singh said that this decision 
has been taken unanimously 
on the report of the investiga-
tion panel. Only three mem-
bers registered their dissent-
ing note in this regard, while 
the remaining members of the 
SGPC executive committee who 
attended the meeting agreed to 
the dismissal of Jathedar Giani 
Harpreet Singh on the basis 
of the report. He said that the 
investigation has proven the 
allegations against Jathedar 
Giani Harpreet Singh and this 
action has been taken by the ex-
ecutive committee with regards 
to the honour and dignity of the 
Takht that has been hurt. Partap 
Singh said that the executive 
committee has for the time be-
ing assigned the services of the 
Jathedar to Giani Jagtar Singh, 
the Head Granthi of Takht Sri 
Damdama Sahib, in place of 
Jathedar Giani Harpreet Singh.

It may be mentioned here 
that Gyani Harpreet Singh 
was facing allegations in an 

18-year-old domestic dispute. 
Following the complaint, a 
three-member inquiry panel 
was formed by the SGPC. 
However, in this regard Akal 
Takht Jatehdar Gyani Raghbir 
Singh had earlier expressed 
strong annoyance with the 
SGPC president by saying 
that to hold inquiries against 
Jathedars was very much the 
domain of the Akal Takht ex-
clusively. Notwithstanding, 
the SGPC panel conducted 
the inquiry and its members 
met many people at Takht 
Damdama Sahib to get their 
feedback on the issue. 

The complainant was the 
Muktsar resident identified 
as Gurpreet Singh, who was 
married to the Jathedar’s sis-
ter-in-law who has legal sepa-
ration with Gurpreet, lodged 
a complaint with the SGPC 
president against the Jathedar 
on December 16 last year.

Along with this, in the ex-
ecutive meeting, a decision was 
also made to provide financial 
assistance of Rs 2 lakh to the 
family of Satnam Singh, who 
died of fall while performing 
service of Nishan Sahib’s at-
tire at Gurdwara Sri Kandh 

Sahib in Batala. Apart from 
this, matters related to vari-
ous Gurdwaras, educational 
institutions, trust department 
and other works related to the 
SGPC were discussed and sim-
plified.

The SGPC executive meeting 
was attended by SGPC Presi-
dent Advocate Harjinder Singh 
Dhami, Senior Vice President 
Raghujit Singh Virk, Junior 
Vice President Baldev Singh 
Kalyan, General Secretary Sher 
Singh Mandwala, executive 
members Amrik Singh Vich-
hoa, Surjit Singh Tugalwal, 
Paramjit Singh Khalsa, Surjit 
Singh Garhi, Baldev Singh Qa-
impur, Daljit Singh Bhinder, 
Sukhharpreet Singh Rode, 
Ravinder Singh Khalsa, Jas-
want Singh Purain, Paramjit 
Singh Raipur, Chief Secretary 
Kulwant Singh Manan, OSD 
Satbir Singh Dhami, Secretary 
Partap Singh, Sukhminder 
Singh, additional secretary 
Gurinder Singh Mathrewal, 
personal secretary Shahbaz 
Singh, assistant secretary Gur-
nam Singh, Balwinder Singh 
Khairabad, Harbhajan Singh 
Vakta and legal advisor Ad-
vocate Amanbir Singh Siali. 

PaRVESh hanDa
Ambala 

Anil Vij said the entire memorial 
will be dedicated to the freedom 
struggle of 1857 in which the 
landscape of that time has been 
displayed beautifully. Apart 
from the scene of Haryana in 
1857, the memorial will also de-
pict the lives of Jhansi Ki Rani, 
Tatya Tope and the sacrifices 
made by the great revolutionar-
ies to liberate the country. The 
Cabinet Minister said people 
from all over the country will 
come here and see the memo-
rial and the young generation 
will be able to get complete in-
formation about the history of 
the freedom struggle. He said 
a light and sound program will 
be run here every day in which 
excellent documentary films will 
be shown to the visitors.

ambala: While talking to 
the media here, Cabinet Min-
ister Anil Vij said that wonder-
ful work is being done on the 
Shaheed Smarak, his dream 
project - Asia’s largest memo-
rial is being built in Ambala 

Cantonment. The artists have 
done wonders by showing their 
art, saluting to the artists who 
have created the best exhibits 
inside the Shaheed Smarak. It 
is dedicated to the martyrs of the 
first war of independence. The 
first war of independence was 
started from Ambala Canton-
ment. He said that after going 
inside the Shaheed Smarak, we 
also forget that today is 2025. To 
show the cruelty of British rule, 
Indians were killed by tying a 
dam in front of the cannons. The 
Light Sound program will be run 
daily in it. During this, Cabinet 
Minister Anil Vij ordered all the 
officials that it should start on 
10 May 2025, and for its inau-
guration.

Haryana’s Energy, Transport 
and Labour Minister Anil Vij 
said he will request time from 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
for inauguration of the Shaheed 
Smarak being built in Ambala 
Cantonment in the memory 
of the country’s first freedom 
struggle in 1857 and Instructions 
have been given to officials that 
the Shaheed Smarak should be 
completed and dedicated to the 
public by May 10. Vij was talk-
ing to the journalists today after 

inspecting the Shaheed Smarak 
of the first war of independence, 
which is under construction on 
GT Road in Ambala. He said 
the Shaheed Smarak will be 
the largest monument in Asia. 
Artists have created a wonder-
ful exhibit in the memorial by 
showing their amazing art. Every 
moment of the freedom struggle 
will be shown in the Shaheed 
Smarak. He said complete in-
formation about the unsung 
heroes of Independence will be 
given in this memorial. While a 
big lotus flower has been made 
on one side in the memorial, a 
magnificent lake has also been 
built on the other side. Two big 
lifts have been installed in the 
memorial tower. Apart from 
this, an auditorium has been 
built to arrange seating for 2000 
people. A play is also being pre-
pared to narrate the entire story 
of the martyrs of the freedom 
struggle.

Principal Associate of Art 
Work Ritika and other team 
members gave details of the 
battles fought in Haryana to 
Vij, who also visited the Zero 
Gallery, which depicts the estab-
lishment of trees where atrocities 
were committed by the Brit-
ish and freedom fighters were 
hanged from. Vij said the entire 
memorial will be dedicated to 
the freedom struggle of 1857 
in which the landscape of that 
time will be displayed beauti-
fully. Apart from the scene of 
Haryana at the time of 1857, the 
memorial will also depict the 
lives of Jhansi Ki Rani, Tatya 
Tope and the sacrifices made 
by the great revolutionaries to 
liberate the country. 

Punjab Police nabbed 
three terrorists with 
arms and ammunition

jagmohan Singh
Amritsar

Punjab Police have arrested three 
terrorists with arms and ammuni-
tion after a brief encounter during 
midnight.

Confirming about the arrest 
and encounter, police commis-
sioner Gurpreet Singh Bhullar 
said, “Police have busted terror 
muddle working on the behest of 
terrorist Happy Passia and others 
sitting at abroad, recovered one AK 
47 assault rifle with cartridges, two 
pistols including imported Glock 
.30 bore (caliber)” with cartridges. 

Adding further he said, “ The 
nabbed terrorists have been iden-
tified as Lovepreet Singh, Buta 
Singh and Karandeep Singh are 
residents of Amritsar Rural area 
having links with Dubai based 
accused who helped these nabbed 
accused with money and weapons. 
Deep investigations have been 
initiated in this regard”.

Singh said that during prelimi-
nary investigation it was found 
that on February 3, blast was oc-
curred at Fatehgarh Churian By 
pass near the closed police post 
which was not operational. He said 
that on February 3, a loud sound 
was heard at Fatehgarh Churian 
By pass by the nearby people but it 
was not established that whether 
it was blast or something else but 
now with the arrest of these three 
accused who admitted that it was a 
explosive which was made by them 
in order to create terror in the city.

Observers must monitor 
election process continuously 
to ensure fair and 
transparent municipal polls: 
State Election Commissioner

gulShan KumaR
Chandigarh 

Haryana State Election Com-
missioner Dhanpat Singh has 
said that all observers should 
continuously monitor the elec-
tion process to ensure fair and 
transparent conduct of Urban 
Local Body elections. It should 
be ensured that the Model Code 
of Conduct is followed com-
pletely.

Dhanpat Singh was speaking 
while holding a meeting of gen-
eral and police observers at the 
Election House in Panchkula 
on Thursday.

He said all observers will co-
ordinate with the District Depu-
ty Commissioner and police of-
ficers to conduct the municipal 
elections in a free, fair, peaceful 
and transparent manner. He 
said all observers should visit 
as many polling stations as pos-
sible, especially sensitive and 
hypersensitive polling stations. 
Strict vigil should be maintained 
on distribution of cash or liquor, 
clothes or any other material by 
the contesting candidates, their 
representatives and political 
parties to influence the voters. 
The State Election Commission 
should be informed about the 
seizure action taken daily till 
the completion of the election.

The State Election Commis-
sioner said special vigil should 
be kept on the movement of 
anti-social elements, history-
sheeters, fugitives, proclaimed 
offenders, people on parole/
furlough, former convicts etc. 
Also, ensure that the district 
administration takes immediate 
and effective action on all com-
plaints related to law and order.

He said the observers should 
fix a time to meet the contesting 
candidates, representatives of po-
litical parties and the public and 
after listening to their complaints, 
problems and suggestions, ask the 
concerned Deputy Commissioner, 
Police Commissioner, Superin-
tendent of Police and Return-
ing Officer to implement them. 
During the nomination process, 
no nomination papers will be 
filed after 3 pm on February 17. 
Observers should be present on 
the spot during scrutiny of nomi-
nation papers on February 18 and 
on the day of allotment of election 
symbol on February 19.

The observers should get 
the randomization of polling 
staff and EVMs done in their 
presence. During the election 
process, pay special attention 
that EVMs are distributed prop-
erly. Observers should ensure 
that the polling party leaves 
on time. Also, they must visit 
polling stations to create confi-
dence among voters and general 
public. The State Election Com-
missioner further said that on 
the day of polling i.e. March 2, 
it is to be ensured that mock 
poll is conducted on time in the 
presence of candidates or their 
polling agents and after clearing 
the votes cast during the mock 
poll from the machine, the EVM 
is started from zero.

My nude video prepared in 
hotel room and having fear 
for my life if disclosed 
SaTiSh hanDa
Panchkula

Haryana Police has registered a 
case against Delhi woman who 
had accused Haryana BJP chief 
Mohan Lal Badoli and Haryanvi 
singer Jai Bhagwan alias Rocky 
Mittal allgedly both forcibly gang 
raped her in the room of hotel at 
Solan in Himachal Pradesh after 
she was compelled her to consume 
liquor, and not only this prepared 
her nude video when she was 
under the influence of liquor on 
July 3, 2023. In her complaint 
she said, “Despite my refusal, 
both forcibly made me consume 
alcohol. After that, they started 
harassing me. I objected, after 
which they threatened me with 

dire consequences. They threat-
ened me that they would get me 
killed if I did not adhere to their 
demands, after that both of them 
took turns to rape me. They also 
clicked my nude pictures and shot 
a video,” the complaint added.

Woman said Badoli and Mit-
tal were accused of gangraping 
and criminally intimidating the 
woman at the hotel in Solan and 
they were booked on December 13 
last year after the woman lodged 
a complaint with the Himachal 
Pradesh Police. In a video re-
leased in January this year the 
woman expressed fear for her 
life and claimed to have sufficient 

evidence to prove her allegations. 
In the gangrape FIR was reg-
istered on December 13, 2024 
at the Kasauli police station in 
Himachal under Sections 376D 
(gang-rape) and 506 (criminal 
intimidation) on the complaint 
of woman alleged that the in-
cident occurred when she was 
in Himachal Pradesh as a tour-
ist along with her Delhi-based 
employer and a friend on July 
3, 2023. The complainant the 
woman had alleged that Rocky 
Mittal had promised her a role 
in one of his music albums, while 
Haryana BJP chief Mohan Lal 
Badoli had assured her of a gov-
ernment job in Haryana state, 
Superintendent of Police (SP) 
Solan, Gaurav Singh confirmed 
that an FIR was registered in 
connection with the case, the 
matter is under investigation, but 
no arrests have been made so far.

Punjab government to set up 
six special courts for NRIs

Congress set to win back Punjab, 
predicts Partap Signh Bajwa

Punjab Police makes biggest heroin recovery 
of 2025; one held with 30-kg heroin 

Dhaliwal visits to the family of Gurpreet Singh who 
lost his life in Guatemala while en route to America

SGPC’s executive dismissed Jathedar of Takht 
Sri Damdama Sahib Giani Harpreet Singh

I was forced to consume liquor, forcibly gang raped: Victim

‘Shaheed Samarak’ Asia’s largest 
memorial to be inaugurate by PM

It will bring Ambala on 
world tourism map
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 ‘Nothing has changed 
in Kashmir’ : PDP leader 
Iltija Mufti claims she’s 
under house arrest

Srinagar: People’s Demo-
cratic Party leader Iltija Mufti 
on February 8 alleged that she 
and her mother, party chief 
Mehbooba Mufti, were placed 
under house arrest in Kashmir.

Iltija Mufti said she had 
planned to visit Kathua, while 
Mehbooba intended to travel 
to Sopore to meet the family 
of Waseem Mir, a truck driver 
killed in an army firing inci-
dent on Wednesday. However, 
both were allegedly prevented 
from leaving their residence.

In a social media post, Iltija 
shared images of their locked 
front gate and accused the 
authorities of restricting their 
movement. “Our gates have 
been locked up because she was 
meant to visit Sopore, where 
Waseem Mir was shot dead by 
the army,” she wrote on X. She 
also expressed disappointment 
over the political situation in 
Kashmir, saying, “Nothing has 
changed in Kashmir even after 
elections. Now, even comforting 
the families of victims is being 
criminalized.” Iltija tagged 
Jammu and Kashmir Chief 
Minister Omar Abdullah and 
Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah in her post. The contro-
versy comes after the killing of 
Waseem Majeed Mir, a truck 
driver, in army firing at San-
grama in Baramulla district. 
The army claimed that Mir 
had jumped a checkpoint and 
was shot after a 23-kilometer 
chase. Iltija questioned the 
army’s explanation, asking how 
a misfire could have resulted 
in his death.

FW  Desk
Jammu

Two Indian Army soldiers 
lost their lives in a suspected 
improvised explosive device 
(IED) attack by terrorists in 
the Akhnoor sector of Jammu 
and Kashmir today. The attack 
occurred while the soldiers 
were on a “fence patrol” along 
the Line of Control (LoC), the 
Indian Army confirmed.

As per the official statement 
posted on X, the Army’s White 
Knight Corps expressed its con-
dolences, saying: “White Knight 
Corps salutes and pays tribute 
to the supreme sacrifice of two 
gallant soldiers.” 

The army official also  added 
that troops are currently dom-
inating the area, and search 
operations are underway to 
track down the perpetrators.
This incident follows a series 
of recent security challenges 

along the LoC.
A soldier was also critically 

injured after being hit by gunfire 
in the Rajouri district’s Now-
shera sector on February 10. 
Preliminary reports suggest the 
firing originated from across 
the LoC. The injured soldier 
was promptly evacuated to a 
military hospital for treatment.

Last week  on February 8, an 
army patrol in the Keri sector 
came under fire from terrorists 
positioned in a forest across the 
LoC. Indian troops retaliated, 
and the anti-infiltration grid was 
reinforced to maintain height-
ened vigilance in the region.

Tanvir kaur
New Delhi 

Delhi Sikh Gurdwara Manage-
ment Committee (DSGMC) has 
welcomed decision of the Rouse 
Avenue Court to convict Con-
gress leader Sajjan Kumar in 
1984 Sikh genocide case and has 
demanded that he be awarded 
Capital punishment in view of 
gravity of the crime.

DSGMC President Harmeet 
Singh Kalka and General Secre-
tary Jagdip Singh Kahlon said 
that though the decision of the 
court has come 41 years after 
the 1984 Sikh genocide but it 
is surely a big relief for Sikh 
community. They also disclosed 
that this case pertains to mur-

der of Jaswant Singh and his 
son Tarundeep Singh and FIR 
No 458/91 was registered tat 
Saraswati Vichar Police station 
u/s 147, 148, 149, 302, 308, 323, 
395, 397, 427, 436 and 440 IPC.

They said that they welcome 
the decision of the court and 
urge the Court to award capi-
tal punishment to the guilty. 
Court will hear arguments and 

pronounce sentence 
on February 18, 2025.

DSGMC President  
and General Secretary  
said that it was most 
shameful that Con-
gress governments 
of the day did not let 
justice delivered to 
Sikh community and 
instead they continued 
to honour these guilty 
who were directly in-
volved in genocide.

They said that DSGMC has 
played a big role in this case and 
has got statements of victims/
witnesses recorded in the court 
despite a huge pressure. They 
also thanked Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi and Home Min-
ister Amit Shah for ordering 
re-investigation of cases that 
were closed by the erstwhile 
Congress governments.

FW Desk
Jammu

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi will flag off the Vande 
Bharat Express to Kashmir on 
February 17, marking a major 
milestone in the completion 
of the Udhampur-Srinagar-
Baramulla Rail Link (USBRL) 
project.

Government official con-
firmed that the Prime Min-
ister will inaugurate the spe-
cially designed train from the 
Jammu division, fulfilling a 
long-awaited dream of rail 
connectivity to the Valley.

As part of the USBRL proj-
ect, Indian Railways has con- ducted multiple successful trial runs over some of India’s most 

iconic railway bridges. These 
include the Anji Khad Bridge, 
featuring a 331-meter-high 
pylon, and the Chenab Bridge, 
which, at 359 meters, is the 
world’s highest railway bridge, 
surpassing the height of the 
Eiffel Tower.

Train specially designed to 
withstand Jammu and Kash-
mir’s extreme winter con-
ditions and  equipped with 
advanced climate-resistant 
technologies. It includes 
heating systems to prevent 
water and bio-toilet tanks 
from freezing, an optimized 
air-brake system for smooth 
operations in sub-zero tem-
peratures.

new Delhi: There are 367 
vacancies of judges in various 
High Courts and a shortage 
of 5, 320 Judicial Officers in 
the district and subordinated 
judiciary in different states, the 
Parliament was informed on 
Thursday.

Minister of State for Law 
and Justice, Arjun Ram Megh-
wal told Lok Sabha that while 
every effort is made to fill the 
existing vacancies expedi-
tiously, vacancies of Judges 
in High Courts keep on aris-
ing on account of retirement, 
resignation or elevation of 
Judges and increase in their 
sanctioned strength.

He said, “Since May 2014, 
the Government has increased 
the sanctioned strength of 
High Court Judges from 906 
to 1, 122 (as on date). Under 
the collaborative effort be-
tween the Government and 
the Judiciary, 1, 013 Judges 
have been appointed in vari-

ous High Courts since 2014 
till February 10, 2025.” As per 
the data provided by Meghwal 
in a reply in Lok Sabha, there 
are two vacancies of Judges in 
the Supreme Court against 
a sanctioned strength of 34.

He said the maximum num-
ber of 81 vacancies exist in Al-
lahabad High Court, followed 
by Punjab and Haryana High 
Court with 34, Calcutta High 
Court 29, Bombay High Court 

26, Delhi High Court 22 and 
Madhya Pradesh and Gujarat 
High Courts with 20 each. 
The total sanctioned strength 
of High Court judges stands 
at 1, 114, the MoS said. The 
highest judicial vacancies in 
lower courts exist in Uttar 
Pradesh at 1, 002. The state 
has a sanctioned strength of 
3, 700 Judicial Officers in 
subordinate courts. The sec-
ond-highest judicial vacan-

cies in lower courts exist in 
Gujarat at 535, followed by 
Bihar with 483, Tamil Nadu 
and Rajasthan with 346 each 
and Madhya Pradesh 336. The 
National Capital of Delhi has 
94 vacancies.

Replying to another question 
on Fast Track Special Courts 
(FTSCs), the MoS said as per 
the inputs received from the 
High Courts, as on Decem-
ber 31, 2024 as many as 747 
FTSCs, including 406 exclusive 
POCSO Courts (e-POCSO), are 
functional in 30 States/UTs. 
“These courts have disposed 
of around 3, 00, 000 rape and 
POCSO Act cases as of Decem-
ber 31, 2024, ” he said. Meghwal 
said the centrally-sponsored 
scheme for the establishment 
of FTSCs, including exclusive 
POCSO Courts for expeditious 
disposal of rape and POCSO 
Act cases, has been extended 
till March 31, 2026, targeting 
the establishment of 790 courts.

Bengaluru:  Former 
Deputy Chairman of the erst-
while Planning Commission 
Montek Singh Ahluwalia on 
Wednesday advocated carv-
ing out two to three states 
from large States like Uttar 
Pradesh to give a new impe-
tus to urbanisation.

He also suggested picking 
up some tier-2 towns and 
developing them into “near-
metros”.

Ahluwalia shared his views 
at a fireside chat with econ-
omist and author Salman 
Anees Soz on “Resilient Path-
ways: Charting Economic 
Growth Amid Global Chal-
lenges” at the Global Inves-
tors’ Meet ‘Invest Karnataka 
2025’ here.

“We should seriously con-
sider cutting down many of 
the larger states into two or 
three, “ he said.

Ahluwalia recalled that 
former Uttar Pradesh Chief 
Minister and BSP leader 
Mayawati had suggested 
splitting her state into three.

“Had this been done, there 
would have been a political 
willingness instantly to cre-
ate three new good cities. 
People have said this could 
be done in many other states. 
In Maharashtra, for example, 
there are people who said 
that the Vidarbha region 
should be made a separate 
state with Nagpur as its capi-
tal, ” he said.

“The main reason we have 
to think about this is that the 
resistance to doing....building 
a new city....land acquisition 
that it involved sharply goes 
gown when whoever is doing 
it says that it’s a capital of a 
new state, “ Ahluwalia said.

But he also acknowledged 
that interesting reforms and 
tough decisions such as this 
are not politically easy.

Ahluwalia also noted 
that all the states in the 
country are highly cen-
tralised.

However, he pointed 
out there is evidence to 
suggest that the perfor-
mance of new states has 
improved.

Responding to a ques-
tion on rising public debt, 
he said the states have all 
become fiscally very weak 
because of scale of debt 
relative to both revenue 

generation and their gross 
domestic product is too high.

He expressed the view that 
the nature of reforms needed 
for India to achieve an eight 
per cent annual growth for 
two decades to realise its 
vision of ‘Viksit Bharat’ by 
2047 has not been spelt out 
and said there are some chal-
lenges to achieve this goal.

“Earlier in 1991, initiating 
reforms was easy because 
the world was speaking one 
language. We started the re-
forms after Eastern Europe 
had abolished communism…
there was only one thing to 
do which was integrate with 
the global market. That has 
become much more complex 
now, “ he said.

Ahluwalia said geopoliti-
cal tensions are now rising, 
the US has its own problems 
not only with its closest al-
lies, like Canada and Mexico, 
but also with China. China is 
cosying up to Russia. Russia 
is becoming more depen-
dent on China. Europeans 
are very scared of Russia. 
They are not that bothered 
about China.

“India is faced with a world 
all of a sudden fragmented. 
We didn’t have that problem 
in 1991 at all. If India is to 
grow at eight per cent then 
the urban population is go-
ing to grow very rapidly, ” 
he said.

“I think you have to rec-
ognise that India will not be 
‘Viksit’ if it does not largely 
reduce the numbers staying 
in villages, “ he said.

He added that good 
Gandhians should recognise 
that this is not undermin-
ing the views of Mahatma 
Gandhi, who expressed these 
views 100 years ago but did 
not mean that it will continue 
to do so 100 years later.

new Delhi:  Newly-elected 
Delhi BJP legislator Manjinder 
Singh Sirsa on Friday wrote to 
Congress leader Rahul Gandhi 
seeking expulsion of his party 
colleague Sajjan Kumar after 
the latter’s conviction in the 
third 1984 anti-Sikh riots case.

Sirsa asked Leader of Op-
position (LoP) in the Lok 
Sabha, Rahul Gandhi to prove 
his commitment to justice 
and communal harmony by 
issuing “a public apology to 
the Sikh community and the 
entire nation for the Con-
gress’ role in sheltering and 
empowering criminals like 
Sajjan Kumar.”

The BJP legislator from 
Rajouri Garden said as LoP, 
Rahul Gandhi should bring 

a resolution in Parliament 
thanking the government for 
forming the Special Investiga-
tion Team (SIT) and ensuring 
that the 1984 riot accused were 
brought to justice.

Describing the 1984 geno-
cide as one of the darkest and 

most shameful chapters in In-
dia’s history, Sirsa wrote, “For 
nearly four decades, victims 
and their families have relent-
lessly fought for justice against 
those who orchestrated, en-
abled, and shielded the mas-
sacre of innocent Sikhs. Now, 

with the court confirming his 
(Sajjan Kumar’s) crimes for 
the third time, the onus is on 
you to act with moral courage 
and political accountability.”

Reminding LoP Gandhi 
about his visit to Sri Darbar Sa-
hib (Golden Temple), wearing 
a head scarf and his attempt 
to project himself as an ally of 
the Sikh community, Sirsa said 
that despite the conviction of 
Sajjan Kumar there has been 
no official condemnation from 
the leadership of the party.

“Sajjan Kumar was not just a 
Congress member, he was pro-
tected, promoted, and shielded 
by your party for decades, ” 
he said.

The BJP’s Sikh leader wrote, 
“Justice delayed is justice de-

nied. The Sikh community 
and the nation have neither 
forgotten nor forgiven. This is 
not merely a legal matter - it 
is a moral test for your leader-
ship. Will you choose justice 
over political convenience? Or 
will you continue to follow the 
same path of denial and eva-
sion that Congress has treaded 
for decades?”

A Delhi court on February 
12 convicted Sajjan Kumar in 
connection with the killing of a 
father-son duo in the Saraswati 
Vihar area on November 1, 
1984 during the riots.

Special Judge Kaveri Baweja 
pronounced the conviction or-
der and fixed the arguments on 
the quantum of the sentence 
for February 18. This case is re-

lated to the killing of Jaswant 
Singh and his son Tarundeep 
Singh in the Saraswati Vihar 
area during the riots.

Earlier on January 31, the 
Rouse Avenue Court reserved 
its verdict after hearing addi-
tional submissions advanced 
by Public Prosecutor Manish 
Rawat.

On the other hand, Advocate 
Anil Sharma had submitted 
that Sajjan Kumar’s name was 
not there from the very begin-
ning and there was a delay of 
16 years in naming him as an 
accused by the witness.

It was also submitted that 
a case in which Sajjan Kumar 
was convicted by the Delhi 
High Court is pending appeal 
before the Supreme Court.

new Delhi: In order to 
further strengthen consumer 
protection, the government 
has warned telecom services 
providers of fine up to Rs 10 
lakh over failure to implement 
revised regulations dealing 
with unsolicited commercial 
Communication (UCC) and 
SMSes.

The Telecom Regulatory 
Authority of India (TRAI) has 
introduced amendments to the 
Telecom Commercial Commu-
nications Customer Preference 
Regulations (TCCCPR), 2018 
that aim to deal with evolving 
methods of misuse of telecom 
resource and promote a more 
transparent commercial com-
munication ecosystem for con-
sumers.

“A financial disincentive 
(FD) of Rs 2 lakh for first 
instance of violation, Rs 5 
lakh for second instance of 
violation and Rs 10 lakh per 
instance for subsequent in-
stances of violation, shall be 
imposed on access providers 
in case of misreporting of the 
count of UCC,” said TRAI.

These FDs shall be imposed 
separately for registered and 
unregistered senders. More-
over, these FDs will be in 
addition to the FD imposed 
on access providers against 
invalid closure of complaints, 
and not fulfilling their obliga-
tions in respect of registra-
tion of Message Headers and 

Content Templates, said the 
telecom regulator.

The amendments aim 
that the legitimate commer-
cial communication occur 
through registered entities, 
based on the preference and 
consent of the customers, 
thereby, balancing the in-
terests of consumers with 
the need for supporting le-
gitimate economic activities 
in the country, according to 
the Ministry of Telecommu-
nications.

Consumers will now be 
able to make complaint 
against spam (UCC) calls 
and messages sent by un-
registered senders without 
the need of first registering 
their preferences for block-
ing or receiving commercial 
communications.

“To make the complaint 
process simpler and more ef-
fective, it has been mandated 
that if a complaint made by a 
customer contains bare mini-
mum essential data such as 

number of the complainant, 
number of Sender from which 
the Spam/UCC has been re-
ceived, date on which spam is 
received and a brief about the 
UCC Voice Call/Message, the 
complaint shall be treated as 
a valid complaint,” according 
to revised norms.

Further, a customer can now 
make a complaint about spam/ 
UCC within 7 days of receiving 
spam as compared to earlier 
3-day time limit.

“Time limit for taking action 
by the access providers against 
the UCC from unregistered 
senders has been reduced from 
30 days to5 days. To ensure 
prompt action against the 
senders of UCC, the criterion 
for taking action against them 
has been revised and made 
more stringent,” said TRAI.

As compared to earlier cri-
terion of ‘having 10 complaints 
against the sender in last 7 
days’ to trigger action, it has 
been modified to “having 5 
complaints against the sender 
in last 10 days’.

This would enable faster 
action and at the same time, 
covering more number of 
spammers, according to the 
regulator.

The revised regulations will 
enable TRAI in safeguard-
ing consumer interests while 
promoting a more secure and 
trusted digital communication 
environment.

Trinamool to contest 
2026 Bengal elections 
alone: Mamata Banerjee

KolKata: West Bengal 
Chief Minister Mamata Ba-
nerjee, on Monday, informed 
party legislators, that Trin-
amool Congress will be con-
testing alone in the Bengal 
Assembly elections in 2026 
without having any under-
standing with another party 
including Congress.

She told party legislators 
while having a meeting with 
the members of the party’s 
legislative team in the West 
Bengal Assembly before the 
commencement of the first 
day of the budget session of the 
house on Monday afternoon.

“Congress has nothing in 
West Bengal. So there is no 
question of having an alliance 
with Congress in the state. 
Trinamool Congress will be 
contesting alone in West Ben-
gal. We will form the govern-
ment again for the fourth time 
in 2016 securing a two-thirds 
majority, ” the Chief Minister 
said at the meeting as claimed 
by a senior member of the state 
cabinet.

However, the state cabinet 
member added that during the 
meeting the Chief Minister had 
squarely blamed Congress for 
the result of the recently con-
cluded Delhi Assembly polls 
where BJP came to power win-
ning 48 out of 70 seats in the 
state assembly there.

“In Delhi, Congress did not 
help the Aam Aadmi Party 
(AAP). Again in Haryana AAP 
did not help Congress. As a 
result, BJP emerged as the 
victor in both the states. Had 
Congress and AAP remained 
united in Delhi and Haryana, 
the results would not have 
been such for the opposition 
in both the states, ” the state 
cabinet minister said quoting 
Mamata Banerjee.

During the meeting, the 
Chief Minister also report-
edly cautioned some of the 
party legislators whose recent 
statements made in public 
had posed immense embar-
rassment for the party lead-
ership.

The state cabinet member 
said that the Chief Minister 
cautioned the leaders on this 
count that the same mistake 
repeated again and again can-
not be pardoned. 

arun kuMar raO
Bengaluru

Hindustan Aeronautics Limited 
(HAL) has officially rebranded 
its upgraded Hindustan Jet 
Trainer (HJT)-36 as ‘Yashas’, 
marking a new milestone in 
India’s indigenous aviation ca-
pabilities. The announcement 
was made by Sanjeev Kumar, 
Secretary (Defence Production), 
in the presence of Dr. D.K. Sunil, 
Chairman and Managing Di-
rector, HAL, along with senior 
officials at the ongoing Aero 
India 2025.

The transformation of the 
HJT-36 into Yashas follows 
extensive modifications that 
have significantly enhanced its 
performance, particularly in 
departure characteristics and 
spin resistance. These changes 
ensure a more robust and reli-
able platform for Stage-II pilot 
training, offering superior safety 
and handling characteristics 
essential for modern military 
aviation.

“The large-scale changes 
to the baseline intermediate 

training platform have led to 
significant improvements in its 
capabilities. As a result, we have 
taken the opportunity to rename 
it in alignment with its con-
tinued relevance in advanced 
pilot training. Henceforth, the 
HJT-36 will be known as ‘Ya-
shas’, signifying success and 
excellence,” said Dr. D.K. Sunil, 
CMD, HAL.

To ensure seamless integra-
tion with contemporary train-
ing needs, Yashas has been 
upgraded with cutting-edge 
avionics and a modernized 
cockpit. These enhancements 
include:

Advanced Glass Cockpit: 
Featuring Multi-Function Dis-
plays (MFDs) and a Heads-Up 
Display (HUD) for improved 
situational awareness. Stepped-
Up Rear Cockpit & Drooped 
Nose: Providing exceptional 
all-around vision, essential for 
training and operational safety. 
FADEC-Controlled AL-55I Jet 
Engine: Offering optimal thrust 
management, high reliability, 
and best-in-class thrust-to-
weight ratio. 

PM Modi to flag off first train 
to Srinagar on February 17

DSGMC demands Capital punishment for Sajjan Kumar
Committee welcomes 
decision to convict Sajjan 
Kumar after 41 years

367 vacancies of Judges in High Courts: Law Minister Meghwal Two Army soldiers killed in IED attack 
by terrorists in Jammu & Kashmir

HAL Unveils Upgraded Hindustan Jet 
Trainer  ‘Yashas’ at Aero India 2025

Sikh Genocide-1984: BJP MLA Sirsa demands apology 
from LoP Gandhi after Sajjan Kumar’s conviction

Centre Warns Telcos of Fine Up to 
`10 Lakh Over Failure to Curb Spam

Large states must be cut down 
to promote urbanisation: 
Montek Singh Ahluwalia
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AI to help set 
strategy for a 
smarter future

Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
underscored India’s strategic 
approach to Artificial Intel-
ligence (AI) at the AI Action 
Summit in Paris on February 11. 

He emphasized the necessity of governance 
frameworks that safeguard shared values, 
mitigate risks, and foster public trust. This 
aligns with India’s commitment to AI devel-
opment, as reflected in the joint statement 
signed by over 50 countries, reinforcing 
global trust, safety, and equitable access to 
AI advancements. As AI technologies evolve 
and become more cost-effective, their impact 
on labor markets intensifies. The emergence 
of advanced AI reasoning models, such as 
those developed by Chinese firm DeepSeek, 
highlights potential disruptions. India’s IT 
and services sector, which plays a vital role 
in the economy, may experience efficiency 
gains through AI but also risks job displace-
ment and wage stagnation. While history 
suggests that technological innovation ulti-
mately generates new employment avenues, 
the short-term economic effects could be 
concerning. The Economic Survey warns of 
an Engels’ pause—where businesses profit 
from new technologies while wage growth 
stagnates—something India cannot afford 
amid its growth trajectory. Proactive poli-
cies are essential to balance these transitions. 
Beyond economic concerns, sustainable AI 
growth and energy efficiency demand urgent 
attention. The U.S., with a fraction of India’s 
population, produces twice the electricity. 
AI training and deployment are driving up 
energy consumption, making renewable en-
ergy integration a necessity. Commercial AI 
remains a high-investment, low-return field 
dominated by a few major players. Instead of 
replicating this model, India must focus on 
AI tailored to its unique needs. The IndiaAI 
Mission’s initiatives, including subsidized 
GPU access and funding for AI projects, are 
steps in the right direction. Integrating AI ed-
ucation at scale will ensure that India retains 
sufficient expertise, preparing the nation to 
not just adapt but lead in the AI revolution.

Sabin Iqbal’s Tales from Qa-
bristan is a deeply evocative 
novel that transforms the 
graveyard into a metaphor 

for memory, history, and identity. 
The narrative follows Farook, the 
protagonist, who returns to his 
childhood village after his father’s 
death. In doing so, he unearths not 
only personal family legacies but 
also suppressed histories, exposing 
the weight of familial and societal 
inheritance.

At its core, Tales from Qabristan 
is a meditation on grief, belonging, 
and the shifting contours of home. 
Farook’s journey back to his roots 
forces him to confront the silent 
tragedies embedded in his family’s 
past. His father’s failure in the Gulf, 
his mother’s quiet suffering, and his 
cousin Jami’s unfulfilled promise 
all contribute to a rich tapestry of 
human struggle and resilience. 
Iqbal weaves a non-linear narra-
tive where time folds and unfolds, 
drawing together the pain of mi-
gration, the erosion of traditional 
values, and the deep-rooted scars 

of societal expectations.
One of the novel’s most striking 

aspects is its nuanced exploration of 
masculinity and tradition. Farook’s 
circumcision, a symbolic moment 
in his childhood, underscores the 
imposition of societal roles upon 
him. Unlike the women in his fam-
ily, who are spared from such ritu-
als, he feels trapped in an inherited 
identity he cannot escape. This 
extends to his relationship with his 
father, who, despite his intellectual 
richness, is perceived as a failure 
due to his inability to accumulate 
wealth abroad. Through this, Iqbal 
critiques the materialistic expecta-
tions placed upon Gulf returnees, 
exposing the emotional and physi-
cal toll of migration.

The novel’s treatment of caste 
and religious identity is equally 
compelling. Through characters 
like Pankan and Kochukarumban, 
Tales from Qabristan highlights 
the struggles of marginalized com-
munities attempting to navigate a 
rigid social hierarchy. Pankan, a 
victim of caste violence, subverts 

expectations by embracing a non-
conforming gender identity, be-
coming a living symbol of defiance. 
Meanwhile, Kochukarumban’s 
attempt to escape caste discrimina-
tion through religious conversion 
ultimately fails, reinforcing the 
deeply entrenched nature of social 
exclusion.

Iqbal’s prose is both lyrical and 
haunting, rich with evocative im-
agery that lingers in the reader’s 
mind. His ability to capture the 
quiet moments of pain and resil-
ience elevates the novel beyond a 
mere story of loss—it becomes a 
powerful commentary on memory, 
displacement, and the struggle for 
identity. The novel does not offer 
easy resolutions; rather, it forces 
readers to confront the ghosts of 
the past that shape the present.

The novel also engages deeply 
with themes of migration and eco-
nomic disparity, shedding light on 
the experiences of Gulf returnees. 
Farook’s father represents a group 
of men who leave their homeland 
in search of prosperity but return 

empty-handed, burdened by un-
realized dreams. Unlike those 
who amass wealth, he comes back 
with books and knowledge, which 
are undervalued in a society that 
equates success with financial 
gain. This disillusionment is a 
recurring theme in Tales from 
Qabristan, as it explores how 
migration, often seen as a path 
to upward mobility, can lead to 
a sense of personal failure and 
societal rejection.

Another remarkable element in 
the novel is its portrayal of women 
and their quiet yet powerful re-
sistance to patriarchal structures. 
Farook’s mother, though confined 
by societal expectations, carries 
immense resilience, enduring 
the humiliation and judgment 
of relatives who criticize her hus-
band’s financial struggles. Her 
silent protests, whether in the 

form of withholding emotions 
or declining financial assistance, 
highlight the everyday defiance 
that women in traditional societ-
ies practice. This adds a subtle 
but strong feminist undertone 
to the narrative.

Furthermore, Tales from Qa-
bristan presents the graveyard not 
just as a final resting place but as 
a living archive of stories, where 
past and present coalesce. It be-
comes a space where unspoken 
histories emerge, where forgot-
ten voices reclaim their place, 
and where the weight of ancestry 
shapes individual identities. In 
this way, the novel challenges 
the notion of death as an end, 
suggesting instead that it is a con-
tinuation of memory and legacy.

Iqbal’s storytelling is deeply im-
mersive, drawing the reader into 
a world where time is fluid, and 
history is an active force shaping 
contemporary realities. His abil-
ity to blend social critique with 
deeply personal narratives makes 
Tales from Qabristan a standout 
work in contemporary Indian 
literature. The novel’s strength 
lies in its ability to evoke nostal-
gia, pain, and an urgent need for 
reflection on societal changes and 
the lingering weight of the past.

Novel delves into the haunting 
realms of memory and identity

Tales from 
Qabristan 
by Sabin Iqbal; 
Vintage Books;
354 pages; Rs599.
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The Union Budget 2025-26 
emphasises the government’s 
commitment to inclusive de-
velopment, balanced growth 

and prioritising the well-being of four 
key population groups: the poor, youth, 
farmers, and women. In a welcome an-
nouncement, the Finance Minister set 
forth a holistic vision for Viksit Bharat 
(or Developed India) with ‘zero poverty, 
universal good quality school education, 
100% skilled labour with meaningful 
employment, 70% women in economic 
activities, and India as the food basket 
of the world.’ The explicit inclusion of 
women as a priority group within this 
national development framework is com-
mendable and reinforces the government’s 
pledge towards women-led development.

One of the most notable advancements in 
the Budget is the increase in the gender bud-
get to 8.8% of the total Budget, a significant 
jump from 6.8% in the previous year. This is 
the highest allocation in two decades, with 
₹4.49 lakh crore spread across 49 Union 
Ministries and departments. It reflects a 
strong commitment to creating a more 
supportive and empowering environment 
for women and girls. Further strengthening 
this commitment, 12 additional central 
Ministries — many from non-conventional 
sectors such as railways, ports, shipping and 
waterways, land resources, pharmaceuticals, 
and food processing industries — have 
integrated gender budgets, reflecting a 
whole-of-government approach to gender 
mainstreaming.

As in the Periodic Labour Force Survey, 
India’s female labour force participation 

rate (FLFPR) measured at usual status has 
steadily risen, reaching approximately 42% 
in 2023-24 from 33% in 2021-22. This is 
approaching the global average of 47%, 
as reported by the International Labour 
Organisation. However, a 37-percentage 
point gap remains when compared to men’s 
labour force participation of 79%. Achiev-
ing the ambitious target of 70% women’s 
participation in economic activities by 
2047 necessitates increased investment 
in skilling, employment, entrepreneur-
ship, access to productive resources, and 
social security entitlements — areas that 
the Budget has acknowledged through its 
various schemes. Key initiatives such as the 
Skill India Programme, Entrepreneurship 
and Skill Development Programme (ESDP), 
National Skill Training Institutes, Deen-
dayal Antyodaya Yojana-National Rural 
Livelihoods Mission (DAY-NRLM), the 
Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employ-
ment Guarantee Scheme (MGNREGS), 
PM Employment Generation Programme, 
PM Vishwakarma, and Krishonnati Yojana 
have seen a combined increased allocation 

from ₹1.19 lakh crore to ₹1.24 lakh crore 
this year. Approximately 52% of these 
funds are directed toward women and 
girls. Additionally, new schemes such as 
the Prime Minister Dhan-Dhaanya Krishi 
Yojana, first-time entrepreneurs’ scheme, 
sustainable livelihood for urban workers 
initiative, and Centres of Excellence for 
Make in India, will play a critical role in 
fostering women’s workforce participation.

a focus on gig workers
With 90% of India’s working women 

engaged in the informal sector, the Budget’s 
proposal to formalise gig workers by issuing 
identity cards and registering them on the 
e-Shram portal is a significant step. This 
initiative has the potential to empower 
millions of women by providing them with 
formal identity, access to social security en-
titlements, and financial inclusion benefits.

While the gig economy has offered 
women financial independence and flex-
ible work arrangements, it often comes 
with low wages, job insecurity, and a lack 
of employment rights, including maternity 
benefits. The enforcement of labour codes 
and the provision of comprehensive social 
security measures, including progressive 
parental entitlements across informal and 
formal sectors, will be critical to ensure 
women’s economic security.

The establishment of a Centre of Excel-
lence on Artificial Intelligence (AI) for the 
education sector and a dedicated ₹600 
crore gender budget under the India AI 
Mission, demonstrate the government’s 
intent to harness AI for social good. As 
technological advancements redefine the 

future of work, investing in digital educa-
tion, skills, and enterprise training for 
women will be imperative to ensuring 
equitable outcomes in the workforce and 
benefits for the entire economy.

a diversity of economic roles
Financial institutions must recognise 

women’s diverse economic roles, particularly 
in agriculture, entrepreneurship, and em-
ployment. For example, simplifying docu-
mentation requirements for economic and 
social security provisions, such as delinking 
Kisan Credit Cards from land ownership, 
would help women farmers avail loans and 
credit facilities that they can use to improve 
crop yields, productivity and expand their 
agricultural and allied operations. Tracking 
access and usage of such schemes through 
gender-disaggregated data would further 
enhance their effectiveness.

As per the government’s Udyam portal, 
20.5% of the micro, small and medium 
enterprises are women-owned employing 
about 27 million people. Unlocking finance 
for women-owned enterprises through 
collateral-free loans, alternative credit scor-
ing models, and targeted financial literacy 
programmes will catalyse economic growth. 
Bain and Company, and Google, claim 
that establishing 30 million additional 
women-owned businesses could generate 
150-170 million jobs, accounting for over 
25% of the job creation needed for India’s 
working-age population by 2030.

Susan Ferguson is Country 
Representative at UN Women India. 

Views are personal.

Budgeting for gender-inclusive ‘Viksit Bharat’

In his address in January 2025, in 
Bhubaneswar, Odisha, while address-
ing the 18th Pravasi Bharatiya Di-
vas convention, the Prime Minister, 

Narendra Modi, said, ‘Today’s India not 
only firmly asserts its own point but also 
strongly amplifies the voice of the Global 
South’. Similarly, when India held the 3rd 
Voice of Global South Summit 2024, last 
August, Mr. Modi said that India aspires to 
lead the required reforms to take develop-
ing countries into a new, more inclusive 
structure of global governance.

What has influenced India’s renewed 
enthusiasm to champion the cause of 
the developing world? And, how can the 
country influence change to become an 
effective global development partner?

Unlike the Non-Alignment Movement 
(NAM), India’s motivation does not ap-
pear to be based on decolonisation or 
strong criticism of the West. Rather, as 
India attempts to increase its presence 
in the Global South, it is simultaneously 
deepening its relationships with traditional 
partners such as the United States and Eu-
rope. The high-level visit of Jake Sullivan, 
the former U.S. National Security Adviser, 
in January, reflects this. Mr. Modi’s visit 
to Poland, in August 2024, also shows 
India’s attempt to create new alliances.

The china factor argument
The cynical answer often circles back to 

India trying to counter China’s growing 
global dominance. Trends of foreign direct 
investments in Africa indicate that India 
appears to be in a race with China, mainly 
focusing on countries which already have 
a significant Chinese presence. Further, 
industrialised countries are thought to 
be strategically partnering with India 
to contain China’s rising international 
footprint. The Quad partnership, an on-

going dialogue between Japan, India, 
Australia and the U.S., for a free and fair 
Indo-Pacific, is seen as one such attempt. 
However, the India-China competition 
does not give the full picture.

India is trying to create an individual 
identity as an emerging power in its own 
right to forward its own strategic trade, 
defence, and geopolitical interests. Global 
South countries are disillusioned with 
present economic paradigms, burdened 
with debt and conditionalities. They are 
not looking for another China or a new 
western institution. India can fill this gap 
while being a bridge between the Global 
North and Global South. To be successful, 
India needs to back up its rhetoric with 
the right strategies.

Steps that india must take
The first is for India to double-down 

on its call for an alternate paradigm of 
development cooperation that is not solely 
top-down, dictated by the Global North. 
India often lays emphasis on equal part-
nerships with other developing countries, 
trying to set itself apart from traditional 
powers. In practice, it signals otherwise 
by putting forward strategies with an 
India-first approach.

The newly announced ‘Global Develop-
ment Compact’ aimed at facilitating growth 

in the Global South, was described 
as rooted in Indian experiences and 
strategies. India’s development story 
as an emerging power and being the 
world’s largest democracy makes it 
unique. However, it does not hold 
all the policy answers. It would merit 
India to not only assert itself as a pro-
vider of knowledge but also be open 
to learning from other Global South 
countries to address its domestic 
challenges. Countries are bound to 

be more receptive toward a country that 
views them as partners. Otherwise, India 
may also be perceived as a big brother 
imposing traditional donor and recipient 
relationships.

Second, New Delhi has laid stress on a 
more human-centric approach to tackle 
developmental challenges. This has been 
defined at international fora towards pro-
moting behavioural change via Mission 
LiFE (‘Lifestyle For Environment’), which 
encourages low consumption lifestyles. 
While important, the need is to rebrand 
human-centric development in order 
to focus on building human resource 
and capacity, especially to tackle future 
sustainability challenges. Skill India or 
schemes that mainstream women into 
entrepreneurship, will be attractive for 
countries in the Global South which are 
also seeking to grow their domestic in-
dustry. India’s capacity building strategy 
has tended to revolve around the Indian 
Technical and Economic Cooperation 
(ITEC) programme, which implements 
sector-specific short-term activities. It 
would be more effective for longer term 
engagement to assist countries in creating 
their own institutional capacity to create 
a better workforce. India can leverage its 
experiences with micro, small and medium 
enterprises to foster exchanges. A focus on 

digital infrastructure, climate and energy 
solutions as well as water and food security 
are key areas for cooperation.

The goal ahead
Lastly, India has called for more in-

clusive global governance. The nation 
demonstrated this intent by champion-
ing the addition of the African Union 
into the G-20 (in 2023) during India’s 
presidency. India should not be content 
with facilitating changes in established 
international institutions but also learn to 
build domestic capacity. As India aspires 
to become a stronger global development 
player, it must establish norms, stan-
dards and systems to work with partner 
countries. Initially, it is beneficial to use 
existing institutional channels of partners 
such as the United Nations or Germany 
and France that are more experienced in 
development cooperation. However, the 
long-term goal should be for India to 
create its own robust domestic systems 
for international cooperation. Trilateral 
partnerships and increased engagement 
with new partners need to be seen as a 
learning by doing process, where India 
imbibes its experiences to scale up India-
led global initiatives.

India aspires to be the ‘Voice’ of the 
Global South, but it also must ‘listen’ to be 
a good leader. When India spearheaded 
NAM, the country showed the world that 
there is a new, third option for developing 
countries. India should not miss out on 
an opportunity to do the same thing now.

Pooja Ramamurthi is an Associate 
Fellow at the Centre for Social and 

Economic Progress (CSEP), New Delhi. 
Views are personal.
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Dr. Anil 
KumAr 
Angrish

Indian phar-
maceutical 
industry is 

the 3rd largest in the world 
by volume. 3.5 per cent of total 
drugs and medicines exported 
globally are from India. But in 
value terms, the industry does 
not fall even in top 10 coun-
tries. At the same time, India 
is also dependent on import of 
some of the basic raw materi-
als, i.e., bulk drugs which are 
used to produce the finished 
dosage formulations. Dur-
ing FY 2018-19, bulk drugs 
formed 63 per cent of the total 
pharmaceutical imports in 
India. 53 bulk drugs/Active 
Pharmaceutical Ingredients 
(APIs) were identified by a 
Committee on Drug Secu-
rity for which India is heavily 
dependent on imports only. 

In that background, to at-
tain self-reliance as well as 
to reduce dependence on im-
ports, a Production Linked 
Incentive (PLI) Scheme was 
notified on July 21, 2020, 
for promotion of domestic 
manufacturing of critical Key 
Starting Materials (KSMs)/
Drug Intermediates (DIs) 
and Active Pharmaceutical 
Ingredients (APIs) in India. 

On July 21, 2020, itself, 
another Scheme for Promo-
tion of Bulk Drug Parks was 
notified with three objectives 
namely, (i) to promote setting 
up of bulk drug parks in the 
country for providing easy 
access to world class common 
infrastructure facilities to bulk 
drug units located in the parks 
in order to significantly bring 
down the manufacturing cost 
of bulk drugs and thereby 
make India self-reliant in 
bulk drugs by increasing the 

competitiveness of the do-
mestic bulk drug industry, 
(ii) to help industry meet the 
standards of environment at 
a reduced cost through in-
novative methods of common 
waste management system, 
and (iii) to exploit the benefits 
arising due to optimization of 
resources and economies of 
scale. Maximum assistance 
under the Scheme for one Bulk 
Drug Park was kept limited to 
Rs. 1000 Crore. 

Second PLI Scheme on Phar-
maceuticals related notification 
was issued on March 3, 3021 
with the objective to enhance 
India’s manufacturing capabili-
ties by increasing investment 
and production in the sector 
and contributing to product 
diversification to ‘high value 
goods’ in the pharmaceutical 
industry. Another objective was 
to create global champions out 
of India who have the potential 
to grow in ‘size and scale’ using 
cutting-edge technology and 
thereby penetrate the global 
value chains. 

Total quantum of incentives 
worth Rs. 15,000 Crore was 
to be allocated among target 
groups as Rs. 11,000 Crore to 
Group A applicants, Rs. 2,250 
Crore to Group B applicants, 
and Rs. 1,750 Crore to Group 
C applicants. 

Notification related to the 
Scheme for Promotion of Medi-
cal Devices Parks was issued 
on July 21, 2020, and this su-
perseded earlier notification. 
Maximum assistance for one 
Medical Device Park was lim-
ited to Rs. 100 Crore and total 
financial outlay for the Scheme 
was kept as Rs. 400 Crore. The 
tenure of the scheme was from 
FY 2020-21 to FY 2024-25. The 
Objective of the scheme was to 
boost domestic manufacturing 
and attract large investments 
in the Medical Devices Sector. 

Final approvals for financial 
assistance were granted to the 
States of Himachal Pradesh, 
Madhya Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, 
and Uttar Pradesh. On Novem-
ber 29, 2024, Lok Sabha was 
informed that the proposal for 
setting up of the Medical Device 
Park at Nalagarh (Himachal 
Pradesh) has been withdrawn 
by the State Government. 

On July 27, 2020, guide-
lines were issued regarding 

PLI Scheme for promoting 
domestic manufacturing of 
medical devices thereby focus-
ing on four target segments 
namely, (i) Cancer, Radio-
therapy medical devices, (ii) 
Radiology & Imaging medical 
devices and nuclear imaging 
devices, (iii) Anaesthetics & 
Cardio-Respiratory medical 
devise including Catheters of 
Cardio Respiratory Category 
& Renal Care medical devices, 

and (iv) All implants including 
implantable electronic devices. 

Tenure of the Scheme is 
from FY 2020-21 to FY 2028-
29 which included the period 
for processing of applications 
(FY 2020-21) and optional 
gestation period of one year 
(FY 2021-22). 

In Group A, there were 9 
domestic companies (Sun Phar-
ma, Aurobindo, Dr. Reddy’s 
Labs, Lupin, Cadila Healthcare, 
Cipla, Glenmark Pharma, Intas 
Pharma, and Torrent Pharma) 
and 2 MNCs (Mylan Labs and 

Amneal Pharma) out of 11 ap-
plicants approved under PLI 
Scheme for Pharmaceuticals. 
In Group B, 9 domestic phar-
maceutical companies namely 
Biocon, MSN Labs, Wockhardt, 
Alembic Pharma, Emcure 
Pharma, Macleods Pharma, 
Biological E, Natco Pharma, 
and Strides Pharma Science) 
got approval. In Group C, 35 
applicants which included 20 
Micro, Small and Medium 
Enterprises (MSMEs) and 15 
Non-MSMEs, got approval. 

On February 21, 2023, 

under the PLI 1.0, an invest-
ment of Rs. 2,019 Crore was 
reported against a committed 
investment of Rs. 4,138 Crore. 
About 1,900 persons got em-
ployment under the scheme. 
By early December 2024, in-
vestment touched the figure 
of Rs. 4,155.77 Crore, and em-
ployment generated under the 
Scheme increased to 4,241 
persons. Further, the cumula-
tive sales made by applicants 
touched Rs. 1,330.82 Crores 
that included exports amount-
ing to Rs. 389.82 Crores. By 
mid-February 2023, i.e., in 
the first year of PLI Scheme 
2.0 implementation, an in-
vestment of Rs. 16,199 Crore 
was made by 55 applicants 
against expected investment 
of Rs. 17,425 Crore. By that 
time, about 23,000 persons 
got employment under the 
Scheme. The first tranche of 
incentives was also released. 

Under PLI Scheme for 
Medical Devices, 21 applicants 
were selected. An investment 
of Rs. 714 Crores was reported 
against the committed invest-
ment of Rs. 1,059 Crores by 
February 21, 2023. About 
2,900 persons got employ-
ment under the Scheme. On 
March 2, 2024, on inaugura-
tion of 27 greenfield bulk drug 
park projects and 13 green-
field manufacturing plants for 
medical devices under the PLI 

Scheme, it was widely reported 
that on introduction of the PLI 
Scheme, the net imports of 
medical devices decreased for 
the first time in 2023. Up to 
September 2024, the number 
of applicants stood at 32, out 
of which number of green-
field projects were 19 for 44 
products. Committed invest-
ment increased to Rs. 1,356.96 
Crores, and investment re-
alized stood at Rs. 1,057.47 
Crores. Gains were visible in 
terms of cumulative sales too 
which stood at Rs. 8,039.63 
Croes out of which exports 
formed Rs. 3,844.01 Crores, 
i.e., exports as a percentage of 
cumulative sales formed 47.81 
per cent of the total. 

To conclude, it can be said 
that initial results are promis-
ing under these PLI schemes. 
PLI 2.0 has the tenure till FY 
2028-29 so next four years 
will determine the direction 
of Indian pharmaceutical 
industry to take up lead in 
value-added products as well 
as attaining self-sufficiency in 
critical bulk drugs. 

Dr. Anil Kumar Angrish-
Associate Professor (Finance 

and Accounting), Department of 
Pharmaceutical Management, 
NIPER S.A.S. Nagar (Mohali), 

Disclaimer: Views are 
personal and do not represent 

the views of the Institute. 

Make in India: PLI for Pharmaceutical Industry 
Table 1: Target Segments under PLI Scheme for KSMs/DIs/APIs (PLI 1.0) Table 2: Eligibility Threshold Criteria under PLI Scheme for KSMs/DIs/APIs (PLI 1.0) Chart 1: - PLI Schemes for Bulk Drugs, Pharmaceuticals and Medical Devices

Table 3: Target Group under PLI Scheme (PLI 2.0) 

Table 4: Category of Pharmaceutical goods covered under PLI 2.0

Category Target Segments
Applicant with Global 
manufacturing Revenue
(Rs. Cr. in 2019-20)

I Fermentation based 
KSMs/Drug Intermediates

Penicillin G, 7-ACA, Erythromycin, 
Thiocynate (TIOC) and Clavulanic 
Acid

II
Fermentation based 
niche KSMs/Drug 
Intermediates/APIs

Neomycin, Gentamycin, 
Betamethasone, Dexamethasone, 
Prednisolone, Rifampicin, 
Vitamin B1, Clindamycin Base, 
Streptomycin and Tetracycline

III
Key Chemical Synthesis 
based KSMs/Drug 
Intermediates

1,1 Cyclohexane Diacetic Acid 
(CDA), 2-Methyl-5Nitro-Imidazole 
(2-MNI), Dicyandiamide (DCDA) 
and Para amino phenol

IV
Other Chemical Synthesis 
based KSMs/Drug 
Intermediates/APIs

Meropenem, Atorvastatin, 
Olmesartan, Valsartan, Losartan, 
Levofloxacin, Sulfadiazine, 
Ciprofloxacin, Ofloxacin, 
Norfloxacin, Artesunate, 
Telmisartan, Aspirin, Diclofenac 
Sodium, Levetiracetam, 
Carbidopa, Ritonavir, Lopinavir, 
Acyclovir, Carbamazepine, 
Oxcarbazepine, Vitamin B6 and 
Levodopa

Source: Compiled from Notification on PLI Scheme dated July 1, 2020

Source: Compiled from Notification on PLI Scheme dated July 1, 2020

Source: Compiled from Notification on PLI Scheme dated March 3, 2021

Source: Compiled from Notification on PLI Scheme dated March 3, 2021

Category Target Segments
Threshold 
Investment
(Rs. in Cr.)

I Fermentation based KSMs/Drug 
Intermediates 400

II Fermentation based niche KSMs/Drug 
Intermediates/APIs 50

III Key Chemical Synthesis based KSMs/Drug 
Intermediates 50

IV Other Chemical Synthesis based KSMs/
Drug Intermediates/APIs 20

Group Applicant with Global manufacturing Revenue
(Rs. Cr. in 2019-20)

Group A ≥ 5,000
Group B 500 – 5,000
Group C <500

Category Pharmaceutical Goods Covered

1

Bio-pharmaceuticals, Complex generic drugs, Patented drugs or 
drugs nearing patent expiry, Cell based or gene therapy drugs, 
Orphan drugs, Special empty capsules like HPMC, Pullulan, 
enteric etc., Complex excipients, Phyto-pharmaceuticals, and 
Other drugs as approved

2 Active Pharmaceutical Ingredients, Key Starting Materials, Drug 
Intermediates

3

Repurposed drugs, Auto immune drugs, anti-cancer drugs, 
anti-diabetic drugs, anti-infective drugs, cardiovascular drugs, 
psychotropic drugs and anti- retroviral drugs, In-vitro diagnostic 
devices, Other drugs as approved, and Other drugs not 
manufactured in India.

mumbai:  The Securities 
and Exchange Board of India 
(Sebi) has unveiled its Industry 
Standards Recognition Manual, 
marking a significant step to-
wards standardising the op-
erations of Industry Standards 
Fora (ISFs).

The manual, released on 
Wednesday, provides com-
prehensive guidance on the 
formation and functioning of 
these regulatory implementa-
tion bodies.

The new manual addresses 
these challenges by establishing 
uniform self-guiding principles 
for ISFs. These principles aim to 
streamline operations across dif-
ferent forums, particularly in ar-
eas such as regulation selection 
for implementation standards, 
consultation procedures with 
Sebi, and methods for gathering 
industry perspectives.

“The standardisation initia-

tive comes at a crucial time 
when different ISFs have been 
operating with varying mecha-
nisms for their functioning,” 
noted a Sebi release. The manu-
al is expected to enhance unifor-
mity in compliance procedures 
while maintaining operational 
efficiency across all market seg-
ments. The development follows 
Sebi’s initial pilot programme 
launched in July 2023, which 
introduced ISFs to facilitate the 
implementation of regulatory 
guidelines.

The programme, which origi-
nally focused on listed com-

panies and stock brokers, has 
since expanded to include vari-
ous market participants such 
as portfolio managers, custo-
dians, designated depository 
participants, and alternative 
investment funds.

Market feedback has been 
notably positive, with partici-
pants highlighting the ISFs’ ef-
fectiveness in promoting good 
governance and ensuring high-
quality regulatory compliance 
while maintaining operational 
simplicity. However, the pilot 
nature of these forums has led to 
varying operational approaches, 
creating inconsistencies in their 
formation and functioning pro-
cesses.

This strategic move by Sebi 
represents a significant step 
towards creating a more struc-
tured and efficient regulatory 
implementation framework in 
India’s financial markets.

Arun KumAr rAO
Bengaluru

Hindustan Aeronautics Lim-
ited (HAL) has taken a signifi-
cant step in reinforcing India’s 
aerospace manufacturing capa-
bilities by signing a long-term 
contract with Safran Aircraft 
Engines (SAE), the world’s lead-
ing aircraft engine manufac-
turer. The agreement, finalized 
at Aero India 2025, covers the 
supply of turbine-forged parts 
for Safran’s advanced LEAP 
engines.

This milestone follows a 
Memorandum of Understand-
ing (MoU) signed in October 
2023, under which both compa-
nies pledged to enhance indus-
trial cooperation in commercial 
engine parts manufacturing. 
The collaboration aligns with 
the Indian Government’s “Make 

in India” initiative and marks 
the first major contract under 
this industrial partnership.

Under the agreement, HAL 
will manufacture high-pre-
cision forged parts for LEAP 
engines at its state-of-the-art 
Ring Rolling facility within 
its Foundry & Forge Division 
in Bengaluru. This move will 
support the LEAP program’s 
production ramp-up, meeting 

the rising demands of global 
airline operators. The contract 
was signed by Anil Kumar, Gen-
eral Manager of HAL’s Foundry 
& Forge Division, in the pres-
ence of Jayakrishnan S, CEO 
(Bangalore Complex), HAL, 
and Mr. Dominique Dupuy, 
Vice President of Purchasing at 
Safran Aircraft Engines.

Speaking on the occasion, 
Dr. D.K. Sunil, Chairman & 

Managing Director of HAL, 
emphasized the longstanding 
partnership between HAL and 
Safran. “Over the past decades, 
HAL and Safran have built a 
strong relationship through 
the joint development of the 
‘Shakti’ helicopter engine, which 
also laid the foundation for the 
co-design and co-development 
of the IMRH engine. We are 
delighted to elevate this collabo-
ration further by contributing 
critical Nickel Ring forgings 
to the LEAP engine program,” 
he said.

Expressing enthusiasm for 
the partnership, Dominique 
Dupuy stated, “We are excited 
to continue working with HAL. 
This agreement is in perfect 
alignment with the objectives 
set forth in our 2023 MoU for 
producing high-quality forged 
components.”

Amritsar Textile Manufacturers 
to Exhibit at Bharat Tex 2025 
with SIDBI Support

New Delhi: The Textile 
Manufacturers’ Association 
(TMA) of Amritsar, in partner-
ship with the Small Industries 
Development Bank of India 
(SIDBI), has announced its 
participation in the prestigious 
Bharat Tex 2025 exhibition. 

The event, scheduled to take 
place at Bharat Mandapam, 
Pragati Maidan, New Delhi, 
from February 14 to 17, will 
feature eight leading textile 
MSME units from Amritsar 
showcasing their technological 
advancements and manufac-
turing capabilities.

TMA General Secretary 
Rajiv Khanna revealed on 
Wednesday that these par-
ticipating enterprises will pres-
ent their latest innovations in 
technical textiles, underscoring 
Amritsar’s growing promi-
nence in this high-value sector. 

The exhibition will serve as 
a platform for these manufac-
turers to demonstrate their 
advanced fabric solutions 
and next-generation textile 
applications, highlighting In-
dia’s evolving manufacturing 
excellence and technological 
sophistication.

SIDBI’s Cluster Interven-
tion Programme has been in-
strumental in preparing these 
MSMEs for such a significant 
industry event. 

The program has provid-
ed crucial support through 
technical knowledge transfer, 
access to advanced manufac-
turing methodologies, and 
market development initia-
tives. 

This comprehensive as-
sistance has enabled these 
enterprises to implement 
global best practices, enhance 
their product quality stan-
dards, and strengthen their 
competitive position in both 
domestic and international 
markets. The collaboration 
between TMA Amritsar and 
SIDBI exemplifies a success-
ful public-private partnership 
model aimed at elevating In-
dia’s textile manufacturing 
capabilities and expanding 
its market presence. 

This participation in Bharat 
Tex 2025 represents a signifi-
cant opportunity for Amritsar’s 
textile sector to showcase its 
technological advancement 
and manufacturing excellence 
on a national platform.

New Delhi: Driven by the 
government’s production-linked 
incentive (PLI) scheme, India’s 
semiconductor consumption 
market which is valued at $52 
billion in 2024-25 is expected 
to grow at a robust CAGR of 13 
per cent through 2030.

Sectors like automotive and 
industrial electronics present 
significant value-addition op-
portunities. Mobile handsets, 
IT, and industrial applications, 
which together contribute near-
ly 70 per cent of the revenue, 
remain the primary growth driv-
ers, according to Dr V Veerap-
pan, Chairman of the Indian 
Electronics and Semiconductor 
Association (IESA).

India’s semiconductor mar-
ket is projected to grow to 
$103.4 billion by 2030, power-

ing the $400+ billion electronics 
market.

The government’s targeted 
incentives for FABs and OSATs, 
increased R&amp;D invest-
ments, and collaborative in-
dustry initiatives are key to pro-
pelling India’s semiconductor 
sector forward, with significant 
projects Investment commit-
ment of over $21 billion by IESA 

member companies in last one 
year, according to Ashok Chan-
dak, President, IESA.

Focusing on local semi-
conductor design and manu-
facturing while reducing im-
port dependency is crucial to 
strengthening India’s position in 
the global electronics ecosystem 
and retaining economic value in 
the country.

A skilled workforce is the 
backbone of India’s semicon-
ductor aspirations. By invest-
ing in education and hands-on 
training, we can equip the youth 
to lead the sector’s transforma-
tion.

The ‘Make in India’ initia-
tive has enabled the domestic 
production of critical compo-
nents and sub-assemblies such 
as chargers, battery packs, me-
chanics of all types, USB cables, 
and more complex components 
like Lithium Ion Cells, speaker 
and microphones, display as-
semblies and camera modules.

The setting up a semiconduc-
tor manufacturing base in the 
country has been an important 
part of ‘Make in India’, which 
India has been attempting to 
achieve for over six decades.

KarNataKa:  Karnataka 
is set to host India’s first-of-
its-kind manufacturing facility 
that will transform industrial 
carbon emissions into e-meth-
anol, marking a significant 
milestone in the state’s clean 
energy initiatives.

Hero Future Energies, the 
renewable energy division of 
Hero Group, will establish this 
innovative plant in Harihar, 
Davangere, with an estimated 
investment of Rs 20,000 crore.

The project, discussed be-
tween Hero Future Energies 
chairperson Rahul Munjal and 
Chief Minister Siddaramaiah, 
aims to capture carbon emis-
sions from Grasim Industries’ 
Viscose Staple Fibre unit.

The captured carbon will 
be combined with hydrogen 
to produce e-methanol, a syn-
thetic green fuel that could 
revolutionize the clean energy 
sector.

This announcement came 
during a larger investment 
drive at Invest Karnataka, 
where several major compa-
nies unveiled significant com-
mitments.

Epsilon Group pledged Rs 
15,350 crore for developing 
an EV battery testing and ad-
vanced materials facility, while 
American semiconductor giant 
Lam Research confirmed its 
Rs 10,000 crore investment 

plans in the state.
The investment momen-

tum extended to international 
participants, with 15 Japanese 
companies collectively com-
mitting Rs 7,500 crore across 
various sectors including au-
tomobile manufacturing and 
industrial automation.

Additionally, TVS Motor 
Company announced a Rs 
2,000 crore investment plan 
for establishing a Global Ca-
pability Centre and expanding 
its Mysuru operations over the 
next five years.

In a boost to rural devel-
opment, Nirani Sugars com-
mitted Rs 2,000 crore for a 
polylactic acid manufacturing 
facility in Bagalkot, promising 
to generate 600-800 direct 
employment opportunities.

This diverse range of in-
vestments underscores Kar-
nataka’s growing appeal as 
a preferred destination for 
both domestic and interna-
tional investors, particularly in 
emerging green technologies 
and advanced manufacturing 
sectors.

beNgaluru:  Karnataka is 
rapidly solidifying its position as a 
prime investment destination for 
Japanese companies, with 15 major 
firms pledging investments worth 
approximately Rs 7,500 crore.

This announcement was made 
during the Invest Karnataka 2025 
summit, reinforcing the state’s role 
as a hub for industrial expansion, 
technology collaboration, and global 
partnerships. Leading Japanese 

enterprises have committed in-
vestments across diverse sectors, 
particularly in automobile manu-
facturing, industrial automation, 
and advanced technology.

These investments are expected 
to stimulate employment opportu-

nities, drive innovation, and con-
tribute to Karnataka’s economic 
growth, officials stated. Among 
the key investors, Toyota Kirloskar 
Motor leads with a commitment of 
Rs 3,748 crore. Other significant 
investments include Rs 600 crore 
from Nidec Industrial Automation 
India, Rs 600 crore from Honda 
Motorcycle & Scooter India, Rs 
400 crore from JFE Shoji Cor-
poration, and Rs 107 crore from 

Mitsubishi Heavy Industries. To 
facilitate these investments, a high-
level meeting was held between M 
B Patil, Karnataka’s Minister for 
Large and Medium Industries, S 
Selvakumar, Principal Secretary 
for Commerce and Industries, and 
Gunjan Krishna, Commissioner 
for Industrial Development, with 
Keiichi Ono, Japan’s Ambassador 
to India, and Tsutomu Nakane, 
Consul General of Japan.

Orkla India appoints 
Girish Kumar Nair as 
the new Chief Executive 
Officer of Eastern
FW DesK
India

Orkla India, a subsidiary of Nor-
wegian industrial investment 
firm Orkla ASA, announces the 
appointment of Girish Nair as 
the Chief Executive Officer for 
the Eastern Business Unit. East-
ern is one of the well-known 
brands in Kerala’s pure spices 
and masala market.  Based in 

Kochi, Girish 
Nair will lead 
the Eastern 
business team, 
focusing on ex-
panding Orkla 
India’s pres-
ence in Kerala 

and driving strategic growth 
initiatives for the Eastern brand.  
With more than three decades 
of expertise in the food and con-
sumer goods industry, Girish 
brings a wealth of experience 
and proven leadership to his 
new role.  Commenting on the 
appointment, Sanjay Sharma, 
Chief Executive Officer, of Orkla 
India, stated, “We are excited 
to welcome Girish Nair to the 
Orkla India family as the new 
CEO of Eastern Business Unit. 
His extensive industry expertise 
makes him uniquely positioned 
to guide the Eastern to its next 
phase of growth and success.”

HAL and Safran Aircraft Engines Sign Long-Term 
Contract for LEAP Engine Parts at Aero India 2025

SEBI Releases New Manual for 
Industry Standards Implementation

India’s semiconductor consumption market 
to grow at a 13 pc CAGR through 2030

Karnataka Emerges as Key Investment Hub for Japanese Firms with `7,500 Cr Commitments

Hero Group Plans Rs 20,000 Crore 
Green Fuel Facility in Davangere
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The Re-
s e r v e 
Bank of 

India has cut the repo rate by 
0.25 percent in the monetary 
review done on February 7, 
bringing it down from 6.50 
percent to 6.25 percent. It is 
worth noting that the repo 
rate has been cut after about 
5 years. 

The central bank was re-
fraining from cutting the repo 
rate till now mainly due to 
inflation. At present, there is 
instability in the market due 
to changes in global policies, 
such as tariff, protection-
ism, the stance of the Fed-
eral Reserve Bank of US in 
terms of policy interest rates, 
etc. Also, in view of the slow 
pace of GDP in the last two 
quarters, it is necessary for 
the government to promote 
development. 

Therefore, in the budget 
too, emphasis has been laid on 
increasing investment, savings 
and consumption, because 
only by accelerating these, 
economic activities can be 
accelerated, and development 
can be accelerated. 

It is worth noting that the 
National Statistical Office 
(NSO) has projected the GDP 
growth rate to be 6.4 percent 
in its first advance estimate 
for the Gross Domestic Prod-
uct (GDP) for the financial 
year 2024-25, which is lower 
than the last 3 financial years. 
During the last financial year, 
the GDP growth rate was 8.2 
percent. At the same time, the 

Reserve Bank of India has 
projected the GDP to grow at 
the rate of 6.6 percent during 
the financial year 2024-25.

Earlier, the GDP growth 
rate during the financial 
year 2020-21 was minus 
6.60 percent. Thereafter, 
the GDP growth rate during 
the financial year 2021-22, 
financial year 2022-23 and 
financial year 2023-24 was 
8.70 percent, 7.2 percent and 
8.2 percent respectively, while 
in the first quarter of the fi-
nancial year 2024-25, it was 
6.7 percent and in the second 
quarter it was 5.4 percent.

Retail inflation has come 
down to 5.22 percent in De-
cember, which is the lowest 
level in 4 months. Earlier 
in November, the inflation 
rate was at 5.48 percent. Food 
items contribute about 50 
percent to the inflation basket. 
Their inflation has come down 
from 9.04 percent to 8.39 per-
cent on a month-on-month 
basis, while rural inflation has 
come down from 5.95 percent 
to 5.76 percent and urban 
inflation has come down from 
4.89 percent to 4.58 percent.

It is worth noting that last 
month the Reserve Bank of 
India had raised the inflation 
forecast for the financial year 
2024-25 to 4.8 percent, while 
earlier the central bank had 
projected it to be at the level 
of 4.5 percent. However, in-
flation is expected to remain 
within the tolerance limit set 
by the Reserve Bank of India 
in FY 2025 and FY 2026. 

Inflation plays an impor-
tant role in determining one’s 
purchasing power. When in-
flation increases, the prices 

of both goods and services 
increase, which reduces the 
purchasing power of the per-
son and reduces the demand 
for goods and services. Then, 
their sales decrease, their pro-
duction decreases, the com-
pany suffers losses, workers 
are laid off, employment gen-
eration decreases, etc. As a 
result, economic activities 
slow down, and the pace of 
development is hampered. In 
such a situation, it would be 
appropriate to say that only 
by reducing inflation can the 
vehicle of development move 
forward at a fast pace.

If we compare the Indian 
economy with the growth 
rate of the global economy, 
then our economy is much 
above the global level. Accord-
ing to the Organization for 
Economic Cooperation and 
Development (OECD), the 
global GDP growth rate was 
3.2 percent in 2024 and can 
be 3.3 percent in 2025, where-
as, according to the IMF, the 
global economy can grow at 
the rate of 3.1 percent in 2024 
and 3.2 percent in 2025. 

In the second quarter of 
the current financial year, 
China’s GDP growth rate was 

4.6 percent, while in Japan 
this growth rate was 0.9 per-
cent. According to the IMF, 
the growth rate in England is 
estimated to be 1.1 percent in 
the financial year 2024 and 1.5 
percent in the financial year 
2025, whereas the growth 
rate in Germany is estimated 
to be minus 0.1 percent in 
the financial year 2024 and 
0.7 percent in the financial 
year 2025. 

The Indian economy is in 
a better position than the 
world’s most powerful coun-
try, US, and it is expected to 
remain strong in the coming 
years as well. The growth rate 
in US is estimated to be 2.7 
percent during the financial 
year 2024 and 2.0 percent in 
the financial year 2025.

After having loan growth 
between 14 percent to 16 
percent in the last two years, 
the overall credit growth has 
been slowing down for the last 
few months and in December 
2024 it has come down to 11.2 
percent. A major reason for 
this is the high lending rate. 

Banks do not have cheap 
capital. Therefore, they are 
forced to lend at expensive 
rates and due to the availabil-

ity of loans at expensive rates, 
common people and business-
men are avoiding taking loans. 
Because of this, companies are 
short of capital, due to which 
they are not able to produce 
at full capacity. 

By cutting the repo rate by 
0.25 percent by the Reserve 
Bank of India, banks will get 
capital at a cheaper rate and 
they will be able to lend at a 
cheaper rate and when loans 
are available at a cheaper 
rate, both common people 
and businessmen will take 
loans, which will accelerate 
both investment and savings 
and consumption will growth 
as well as economic activities 
will also upsurge.

In such a situation, it would 
be appropriate to say that it was 
necessary to cut the repo rate 
to accelerate economic activi-
ties. However, inflation is also 
within the tolerance limit and 
a decline has been recorded in 
the month of December. 

In the budget, the govern-
ment has clearly stated that its 
aim is to accelerate develop-
ment. However, despite the 
decline in GDP growth rate 
in two quarters, the Indian 
economy remains strong, 
and India’s growth rate is 
higher than even developed 
countries. Despite this, the 
government wants that it is 
necessary to accelerate the 
growth rate to make India a 
developed country by the year 
2047. To achieve this goal, the 
GDP growth rate should be at 
least 8 to 9 percent.

Satish Singh, Ahmedabad 
Based Senior Columnist, 

views are personal.

Emphasis on Boosting Development in Monetary Review

New Delhi: Finance Min-
ister Nirmala Sitharaman ad-
dressed concerns regarding the 
Indian rupee’s depreciation dur-
ing her response to the FY26 
Budget discussion in the Rajya 
Sabha on Thursday. 

The Finance Minister assured 
that both the government and 
the Reserve Bank of India are 
actively working to stabilise the 
currency while maintaining con-
tinuous oversight of its fluc-
tuations. In her comprehensive 
address, Sitharaman empha-
sised the complex relationship 
between currency valuation and 
economic competitiveness. 

She noted that overvalued 
currencies can potentially un-
dermine national competitive-
ness by making exports more 
expensive, necessitating ad-
ditional support for domestic 
companies.  This observation 
comes amid ongoing discussions 
about the rupee’s value relative 
to other currencies, particularly 
the US dollar. The Finance Min-
ister highlighted that the fourth 
quarter of 2024 experienced 
significant currency volatility 

across major economies, not 
exclusively affecting India. 

She explained that the In-
dian rupee’s movement, similar 
to other Asian currencies, has 
been influenced by multiple 
factors, including the dollar in-
dex, capital flow trends, interest 
rate levels, and crude oil price 
movements.  The depreciation 
against the US dollar was attrib-
uted to prevailing uncertainty 
in the global macroeconomic 
environment.

Addressing the broader 
context of the FY26 Budget, 
Sitharaman emphasised its 
strategic preparation in light of 

significant external challenges. 
She particularly noted the 

uncertainty surrounding criti-
cal Indian imports essential for 
the country’s growth trajectory. 

The Finance Minister ac-
knowledged the dynamic nature 
of current economic conditions, 
stating that traditional modeling 
approaches face limitations in 
predicting trends accurately.

The Budget’s core objectives 
remain focused on accelerating 
growth, ensuring inclusive de-
velopment, stimulating private 
sector investments, and enhanc-
ing the spending power of In-
dia’s expanding middle class. 

Sitharaman also addressed 
the complex dynamics of global 
trade, noting the paradox be-
tween free market rhetoric and 
the reality of aggressive tariff 
and non-tariff barriers imple-
mented by various countries.

In terms of fiscal manage-
ment, the Finance Minister 
highlighted debt consolidation 
as a key priority in the Budget, 
alongside efforts to strengthen 
states’ liquidity positions. 

She drew attention to the 
availability of unused funds, 
emphasising the importance 
of utilising existing resources 
effectively before seeking ad-
ditional funding. 

This approach underscores 
the government’s commitment 
to prudent financial manage-
ment while maintaining growth 
momentum.

The Finance Minister’s com-
prehensive response reflects 
the government’s balanced 
approach to managing cur-
rency stability while pursuing 
broader economic objectives in 
an increasingly complex global 
environment.

MuMbai: Reserve Bank of 
India superseded the Board 
of Directors of New India Co-
operative Bank Ltd, Mumbai, 
for a period of 12 months, the 
central bank said in a state-
ment on Friday, a day after it 
imposed several restrictions 
on the lender.

Consequently, the RBI has 
appointed Shreekant, former 
Chief General Manager of 
State Bank of India (SBI) as 
‘Administrator’ to manage the 
affairs of the bank during this 
period.

The RBI has also appointed 

a ‘Committee of Advisors’ to 
assist the Administrator in 
discharging his duties. The 
members of the Committee of 
Advisors are Ravindra Sapra 
(former General Manager, 
SBI) and Abhijeet Deshmukh 
(Chartered Accountant).

The action was necessi-
tated “due to certain mate-
rial concerns emanating from 
poor governance standards 
observed” in the Mumbai-
headquartered New India 
Cooperative Bank Ltd.

This morning, customers 
gathered in hundreds out-

side Mumbai-headquartered 
New India Co-operative Bank 
Limited branches to withdraw 
their hard-earned savings, 
soon after the Reserve Bank 
of India imposed several re-
strictions on the lender.

Panicky account holders 
converged outside the bank 
branches spread across Mum-
bai city, worried over the fate 
of their bank savings and 
lockers.

Late on Thursday, the RBI 
directed New India Co-oper-
ative Bank Limited, Mumbai 
that it shall not, without prior 
written approval of the cen-
tral bank, grant or renew any 
loans and advances, make 
any investment, incur any li-
ability including borrowing of 
funds and acceptance of fresh 
deposits, disburse or agree 
to disburse any payment 
whether in the discharge of 
its liabilities and obligations 
or otherwise, enter into any 
compromise or arrangement 
and sell, transfer or otherwise 
dispose of any of its proper-
ties or assets except as noti-
fied by the RBI.

RBI to Inject Rs 2.5 Lakh 
Cr to Enhance Liquidity 
in Banking System

MuMbai: The Reserve Bank of 
India (RBI) was all set to inject 
Rs 2,50,000 crore through its 
Variable Rate Repo (VRR) auc-
tion on Wednesday to enhance 
liquidity in the banking system.

The Central Bank has stated 
that the amount has been de-
cided based on an assessment 
of the liquidity conditions. The 
Reserve Bank also said it will 
be conducting daily Variable 
Rate Repo (VRR) auctions on 
all working days in Mumbai 
with reversal taking place on the 
next working day, until further 
notice. RBI Governor Sanjay 
Malhotra had announced on 
Friday, after the monetary policy 
meeting, that the central bank 
was committed to provide suf-
ficient liquidity in the economy 
and would take steps to ensure 
durable liquidity to meet the 
requirement of the system.

The RBI Governor also said 
that the RBI was keeping a close 
watch on the rupee and was tak-
ing all steps to keep the Indian 
currency stable. According to 
a Morgan Stanley report, the 
RBI is expected to proactively 
manage liquidity and take up 
some additional measures 
(OMO purchases/FX swaps) 
as liquidity deficit rises towards 
end-March. We see risk of a 
longer rate cut cycle, if growth 
recovery is lacklustre, driven by 
weaker domestic demand and 
uncertainty from global factors.

To support its point, the re-
port referred to the RBI gov-
ernor’s statement highlighting 
that on the regulatory front, 
there is a trade-off between 
stability and efficiency which 
should be kept in mind. He 
said that this trade-off will be 
kept in mind while formulat-
ing regulations. In a big re-
lief for banks, RBI Governor 
Malhotra announced that 
the implementation of the 
proposed Liquidity Coverage 
Ratio (LCR) as well as proj-
ect financing norms will be 
deferred by a year and will 
not to be implemented before 
March 31, 2026.

He said that the step has 
been taken as the earlier dead-
line March 2025 deadline does 
not give sufficient time for 
the implementation of these 
guidelines. The RBI does not 
want to cause disruption in 
the financial system and will 
ensure a smooth transition, 
added.

MuMbai: The Indian bench-
mark indices opened higher 
on Friday as Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi and US Presi-
dent Donald Trump announced 
plans to cement “some wonder-
ful trade deals” for India and 
the US.

The Sensex was trading 
279.95 points or 0.37 per cent 
up at 76, 418.92 while the Nifty 
climbed 84 points or 0.36 per 
cent at 23, 115.40.

Nifty Bank was up 196.75 
points or 0.40 per cent at 49, 
556.60. Nifty Midcap 100 index 
was trading at 51, 014.20 after 
climbing 133 points or 0.26 per 
cent. Nifty Smallcap 100 index 
was at 15, 953.60 after dropping 
20.25 points or 0.13 per cent.

“The Nifty 50 has formed a 

red candle on the daily scale, 
which indicates selling pres-
sure at higher levels, “ said 
Hrishikesh Yedve from Asit C. 
Mehta Investment Interrmedi-
ates Ltd.

“The 21-Days Simple Moving 
Average is placed at 23, 270, 

making the 23, 270–23, 300 
zone a strong hurdle.On the 
downside, 22, 780 will act as a 
key support level, “ he added.

He advised traders to adopt a 
buy-on-dips strategy as long as 
the index holds 22, 780.

Meanwhile, in the Sensex 

pack, Tata Steel, ICICI Bank, 
M&amp;M, HCL Tech, Tata 
Motors, Bajaj Finserv, IndusInd 
Bank, Axis Bank, Infosys and 
Bajaj Finance were the top gain-
ers. Sun Pharma, UltraTech 
Cement, Asian Paints, HDFC 
Bank and Kotak Mahindra 
Bank were the top losers.

In the last trading session 
US markets settled higher, 
Dow Jones gained 0.77 per 
cent to close at 44, 711.43. The 
S&amp;P 500 added 1.04 per 
cent to 6, 115.07 and the Nasdaq 
climbed 1.50 per cent to close 
at 19, 945.64.

In the Asian markets, Ja-
karta, China, Seoul, Bangkok 
and Hong Kong were trading 
in green. Whereas Japan was 
trading in red.

WPI Inflation Slows 
to 2.31 % in January 
as Food Prices Ease

New Delhi: The country’s 
annual rate of inflation based 
on the all-India Wholesale 
Price Index (WPI) slowed to 
2.31 % in January this year 
compared to 2.37 per cent 
for the previous month of De-
cember, according to data re-
leased by the Commerce and 
Industry Ministry on Friday. 
The month-over-month change 
in WPI for January stood at (-) 
0.45 per cent compared to De-
cember as food prices eased. The 
index for the primary articles 
group decreased by 2.01 per cent 
in January as the price of food 
articles decreased (-3.62 per 
month) during January 2025 as 
compared to December 2024. 
The Price of crude petroleum 
and natural gas (6.34 per cent), 
non-food articles (0.66 per cent) 
and minerals (0.22 per cent) 
increased in January 2025 as 
compared to December 2024. 
Inflation for the fuel and power 
group increased by 0.47 per cent 
during the month although the 
price of coal remained the same 
as in the previous month.

New Delhi: US-based 
semiconductor company Lam 
Research will invest Rs 10,000 
crore in India, Union Minister 
for Railways and Electronics 
and IT, Ashwini Vaishnaw, 
announced on Tuesday.

Lam Research Corporation 
last year announced plans to 
expand its global chip fabrica-
tion equipment supply chain 
to include India.

“One more milestone in 
our semiconductor journey: 
Lam Research announces 
major investment of over Rs 
10,000 crore in India,” Min-
ister Vaishnaw posted on X 
social media platform. “Big 
vote of confidence in PM @
narendramodi Ji’s semicon-
ductor vision,” he added.

Last year, Lam Research 
Corporation pledged nearly Rs 
241 crore in software licenses 
to upskill 2,800 students in 
the country, in collaboration 
with the Indian Semiconduc-
tor Mission (ISM) and Indian 
Institute of Science, to prepare 
a future-ready workforce. The 
setting up of a semiconductor 
manufacturing base in the 
country has been an important 
part of ‘Make in India’, which 
India has been attempting to 
achieve for over six decades.

With the launch of the India 
Semiconductor Mission and 
the five major projects which 

have been approved, starting 
with Micron, the two projects 
by Tata Electronics, the one 
project by CG Power, and the 
last project by Keynes, a real 
manufacturing base of semi-
conductors in this country is 
being established in India.

India’s semiconductor 
market is projected to grow to 
$103.4 billion by 2030, pow-
ering the over $400 billion 
electronics market, according 
to the Indian Electronics and 
Semiconductor Association 
(IESA). The government’s 
targeted incentives for fab-
rication facilities (Fabs) and 
outsourced semiconductor 
assembly and testing (OSATs), 
increased R&amp;D invest-
ments and collaborative in-
dustry initiatives are key to 
propelling India’s semicon-
ductor sector forward, with 
significant investment com-
mitments of over $21 billion 
by the IESA member compa-
nies in last one year.

New Delhi: India’s banking 
sector will require USD 4 trillion 
in fresh capital over the next two 
decades to support the nation’s 
ambitious goal of becoming a 
developed economy by 2047, 
according to a comprehensive 
report released by HSBC Mu-
tual Fund.

This substantial capital re-
quirement is deemed essential 
to facilitate India’s transforma-
tion into what the government 
terms ‘Viksit Bharat’ or devel-
oped India.

The report emphasises that 
India’s financial and banking 
sectors must expand at a pace 
that significantly outstrips GDP 
growth to achieve these develop-

ment objectives.
While India’s current GDP 

stands at USD 3.4 trillion, 
projections indicate a nearly 
nine-fold increase to USD 30 
trillion by 2047.

To support this massive eco-
nomic expansion, the country’s 
financial assets must grow from 
their current value of USD 6.4 
trillion to approximately USD 
120 trillion, representing a 

nineteen-fold increase.
Banking assets are expected 

to follow a similar trajectory, 
expanding from USD 3.1 trillion 
to USD 45 trillion.

The scale of this financial 
transformation becomes ap-
parent when compared to other 
major economies. The United 
States currently leads with USD 
135 trillion in financial assets, 
followed by China with USD 
78 trillion and Germany with 
USD 21 trillion.

For India to achieve its devel-
opment goals, its financial sector 
must rapidly expand to compa-
rable levels, with the banking 
sector playing a pivotal role in 
this growth story.

beNgaluru: Underlin-
ing that the progress of states 
is the progress of the nation, 
Union Minister of Commerce 
and Industry Piyush Goyal on 
Wednesday said that if the Cen-
tral and state governments work 
together in a spirit of partner-
ship and cooperation, India 
will grow into a $30 trillion 
economy by 2047.

Addressing the gathering 
at the Global Investors’ Meet 
(GIM) 2025 Invest Karnataka 
event, Union Minister Piyush 
Goyal assured that the Central 

government will extend full sup-
port to Karnataka in this regard.

He highlighted that last year, 

Rs 11 lakh crore was allocated 
for infrastructure develop-
ment. A Plug and Play model 
Industrial Smart City is being 
developed across 8,000 acres in 
Tumakuru, with the first phase 
covering 1,736 acres set to be 
completed by the end of 2026.

Goyal emphasised that India 
is a prime investment destina-
tion globally, backed by five key 
strengths: democracy, demand, 
population, digitisation, and 
diversity.

He announced upcoming 
projects, including 75 new air-

ports, air connectivity to 120 
cities under UDAN-2, 114 wa-
terways, a doubling of existing 
ports, and the development of 
50 tourism destinations — all 
of which will benefit Karnataka.

India’s exports have now 
reached $800 billion, with 
Karnataka playing a significant 
role in this growth. The central 
government has allocated Rs 
20,000 crore for innovation, Rs 
74,000 crore for the Semicon-
ductor Mission, and Rs 2 lakh 
crore for PLI-based industrial 
incentives.

Raju William
New Delhi

Uttar Pradesh has emerged as 
the strong economic powerhouse 
of India’s economy with robust 
growth of GDP, Ease of Doing 
Business, attractive destination 
for investments and state of the 
art infrastructure, says the indus-
try body, PHDCCI on Monday 
February 10, 2025.

This projection is based on 
the research report prepared by 
PHDCCI on Uttar Pradesh – 
Marching towards USD 1 trillion 
Economy.

Sharing findings of the report, 
Dr Ranjeet Mehta, Secretary 
General and CEO of PHDCCI 
while meeting Abhishek Prakash, 
CEO Invest UP and Secretary, 
Department of Infrastructure 
and Industry, said it indicates 
the state is poised to achieve this 
economic feat. 

With the diverse industrial 
base, rich cultural heritage, and a 
growing consumer market, Uttar 
Pradesh’s Gross State Domestic 
Product (GSDP) has seen impres-
sive growth, rising from Rs16.44 
lakh crore in 2020-21 to over Rs 
25.47 lakh crore in 2023-24. The 
economy of the state between 
2017-18 and 2019-20 (current 
prices) expanded at an average 
rate of 9.6%, and despite set-
backs from the COVID-19 pan-
demic, Uttar Pradesh rebounded 
strongly, recording growth of 
15.7% (average) from 2021-22 to 
2023-24, said Dr Mehta. PHDC-
CI projects that Uttar Pradesh 
is on a strong path towards one 

trillion dollar economy, position-
ing it as a key economic hub for 
both domestic and international 
investors with its increased sig-
nificant role in India’s journey 
towards Viksit Bharat by 2047. 
The state’s economy is driven 
by three key sectors: services, 
agriculture, and industry. The 
services sector, which includes 
tourism, real estate, finance, and 
hospitality, contributes 46.5% to 
the GSDP. Agriculture remains 
crucial, with two-thirds of the 
workforce engaged in farming, 
contributing 27% to the economy.

Industry, contributing 26.5% 
to the GSDP, has become a strong 
accelerator for economic growth. 
Uttar Pradesh has emerged as a 
major manufacturing hub, par-
ticularly in sectors such as elec-
tronics, textiles, handicrafts and 
handlooms, automobiles, leather, 
food processing, pharmaceuticals, 
chemicals and among others.
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United nations: Secre-
tary-General Antonio Guterres 
on Tuesday called for democ-
ratising Artificial Intelligence 
(AI), warning that the “growing 
concentration of AI capabili-
ties risks deepening geopolitical 
divides”.

“While some companies and 
countries are racing ahead with 
record investments, most devel-
oping nations find themselves 
left out in the cold, “ he said at 
the AI Action Summit in Paris 
co-hosted by Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi. “The power 

of AI carries immense respon-
sibilities”, he said. “Today, that 
power sits in the hands of a few”.

“Let us move for an AI that is 
shaped by all of humanity, for all 
of humanity”, he said. Guterres, 
who has made AI one of his 
priorities, called for giving the 
UN a central role in determining 
the future of AI, recalling the 
proposal in the Global Digital 
Compact adopted by world lead-
ers at last year’s Summit of the 
Future. The Compact suggested 
the creation of an Independent 
International Scientific Panel on 

AI, and Guterres said it would 
be essential for ensuring that 
“technology serves humanity, 
not the other way around”.

“By pooling global expertise, 
this Scientific Panel will pro-
mote a common understand-
ing of AI risks, benefits and 
capabilities, and help bridge 
knowledge gaps”, he said. “AI 
must bridge the gap between 
developed and developing coun-
tries – not widen it”, Guterres 
said. For this, he said, a “global 
AI capacity-building network 
is an economic necessity and 
a moral imperative”. That was 
one of the proposals made by 
the High-Level Advisory Body 
on AI. “In what seems like the 
blink of an eye, AI has gone from 
the stuff of science fiction to a 
powerful force that is transform-
ing our world”, but the world is 
not ready for it, he said.

While noting its positive 
breakthroughs in education, 
health and agriculture, he said it 
is “also testing our shared values 
and rights”.

Bangladesh hopes of 
Yunus-PM Modi meet 
during BIMSTEC summit

dhaka: Bangladesh interim 
government led by Muhammad 
Yunus is scheduled to attend the 
6th Bay of Bengal Initiative for 
Multi-Sectoral Technical and 
Economic Cooperation (BIM-
STEC) summit in Bangkok, Thai-
land, from April 2-4. This gives 
hope for the first-ever in-person 
meeting between Yunus and 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
on the sidelines of the summit.

There is still a possibility that 
the two leaders can meet, tak-
ing advantage of the BIMSTEC 
platform, however, nothing is 
finalised yet, a Bangladeshi 
official was quoted as saying 
by the country’s leading daily, 
Prothom Alo. Bangladesh will 
take as the next chair of BIM-
STEC at the summit. “As the 
chair, Bangladesh will have the 
opportunity to lead BIMSTEC, 
take initiatives for cooperation 
in different sectors by working 
together in tandem with all the 
member states, and this will be 
an opportunity for Bangladesh 
to re-demonstrate its commit-
ment to the world, “ BIMSTEC 
Secretary General Indra Mani 
Pandey was quoted as saying by 
Bangladesh’s leading newspa-
per, The Dhaka Tribune.

Thailand is set to host the 
summit in Bangkok. BIMSTEC 
is a regional organisation that 
was established in 1997 with 
the signing of the Bangkok 
Declaration.

Initially known as BIST-EC 
(Bangladesh-India-Sri Lanka-
Thailand Economic Coopera-
tion), the regional grouping ex-
panded and came to be known 
as BIMSTEC and comprises 
seven member states with the 
admission of Myanmar in De-
cember 1997 and Bhutan and 
Nepal in February 2004.

sydney: Australia and other 
high-emissions countries must 
take drastic climate action fol-
lowing a record-breaking year 
in 2024, a world-leading expert 
has said.

Mark Howden, director of the 
Institute for Climate, Energy 
and Disaster Solutions (ICEDS) 
at the Australian National Uni-
versity (ANU), on Thursday 
said that global greenhouse gas 
emissions must be cut rapidly 
to prevent the impacts of cli-
mate change from becoming 
irreversible.

In comments released ahead 
of his final annual State of the 
Climate address, Howden - who 
will step down as ICEDS direc-
tor 10 years later in 2025 - said 
that Australia has the natural 
resources and means to become 
a global leader in renewable 
energy and climate adaptation, 
reports Xinhua news agency.

He said that the world “is 
paying the price of the escalating 
impacts” of climate change after 
average global temperatures 
exceeded 1.5 degrees Celsius 
above pre-industrial levels for 
the first time in 2024.

“Not only was 2024 the hot-
test year on record, but each of 
the last 10 years is the hottest 
10 years on record - the change 
is unrelenting, “ Howden, who 
is also vice-chair of the UN 
Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change (IPCC), said 
on Thursday.

“Record heat is dramatically 
changing how water moves 
around the planet, accelerat-
ing the global water cycle and 
amplifying climate extremes.”

He said that the world has 
reached “uncharted territory” 
and that with that territory 
comes new and larger risks 
from climate extremes.

Howden said that Australia 

is not implementing its options 
to adapt to climate change and 
lessen the risks to the extent that 
the country could or rationally 
should.

Additionally, another re-
search has found that the be-
haviour of Australia’s crocodiles 
is changing as their body tem-
perature increases with global 
warming.

The research, which was 
published on Thursday by the 
University of Queensland (UQ), 
analysed 15 years of data from 
sensors and trackers on 203 
wild saltwater crocodiles in riv-
ers on the Cape York Peninsula, 
Australia’s northernmost point.

Researchers found that the 
crocodiles are spending more 
time at or near their critical 
thermal limit of 32-33 degrees 
Celsius, at which point their div-
ing and swimming performance 
is impacted.

The study found that since 
2008, the temperature peaks 
experienced by the crocodiles 
have increased by 0.5 degrees 
Celsius and their median body 
temperature has increased by 
0.11 degrees Celsius.

Of the crocodiles that were 
studied, 45 experienced body 
temperatures above 34 degrees 
Celsius at least once.

As cold-blooded animals, 
crocodiles cannot regulate their 
body temperature, relying in-
stead on external sources.

Kaitlin Barham, a co-author 
of the research from UQ’s 
School of the Environment, 
said that the warming envi-
ronment means crocodiles are 
spending more time on cooling 
behaviours. “But if their time 
and energy is dominated by the 
need to stay cool, activity neces-
sary for hunting, keeping safe 
from predators or reproducing is 
reduced, “ she said on Thursday.

new delhi: Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi has wel-
comed US President Donald 
Trump’s efforts to end the war 
in Ukraine, insisting that a 
solution to the conflict cannot 
be found on the battlefield and 
that dialogue and diplomacy 
is the only way to bring peace.

After his wide-ranging talks 
with Trump at the White 
House on Thursday (Friday 
India time), Modi said India 
has not been neutral on the 
war and that it is on the side 
of peace.

“I have always been in 
close contact with Russia and 
Ukraine. I have met the leaders 
of both countries. The world 
somehow feels India has been 
neutral, but I want to reiterate 
that India has not been neu-

tral,” he said at a joint media 
briefing with Trump.

“In fact, India has been on 
the side of peace,” he said, add-
ing “I support Donald Trump’s 
efforts towards finding a pos-
sible solution to end the war.”

Modi also recalled his mes-
sage to Russian President 
Vladimir Putin that it is not 
the era for war.

“When I met President Pu-
tin, I had even said that ‘this is 
not the era for war’. I had also 
said that solutions cannot be 

found on the battlefield. They 
can only come when all parties 
sit at the table for dialogue,” 
the prime minister said.

“India believes that the 
solution to the war can be 
found only when the is-
sue is discussed in a forum 
where both countries (Rus-
sia and Ukraine) are in  
attendance.”

On Wednesday, Trump said 
he held a lengthy and pro-
ductive phone call with Putin 
and that they agreed to move 

forward towards negotiations 
to end the war.

The US president even said 
he and Putin “agreed to have 
our respective teams start ne-
gotiations immediately”.

India has all along been 
pressing for resolution of the 
Ukraine conflict through dia-
logue and diplomacy.

In his summit talks with 
Putin on July 9 last year in 
Moscow, Modi told the Rus-
sian leader that a solution to 
the Ukraine conflict is not pos-
sible on the battlefield and 
peace efforts do not succeed in 
the midst of bombs and bullets.

Weeks later he travelled to 
Ukraine.

In his talks with Ukrainian 
President Volodymyr Zelen-
skyy, Modi said both Ukraine 
and Russia should sit together 
without wasting time to end 
the ongoing war and that India 
was ready to play an “active 
role” to restore peace in the 
region.

washington:  Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi has 
said that India and the US 
have a ‘MEGA’ partnership 
for prosperity.

During a joint briefing with 
President Donald Trump on 
Thursday, PM Modi linked 
India’s Viksit Bharat vision, 
which he said translates into 
‘Make India Great Again 
(MIGA)’ with Trump’s ‘Make 
America Great Again (MAGA)’ 
slogan.

PM Modi said that a joint 
vision of ‘MAGA’ and ‘MIGA’ 
became a ‘MEGA’ partnership 
for prosperity.

“The people of America 
are well aware of President 
Trump’s motto ‘MAGA - Make 
America Great Again.’ The 
people of India too are focus-
ing on heritage and develop-
ment as they move forward at 

a fast pace and with a firm re-
solve towards the goal of Viksit 
Bharat 2047. In the language 
of America, it’s Make India 
Great Again - MIGA. When 
America and India work to-
gether, this MAGA plus MIGA 
becomes a ‘mega partnership 
for prosperity’ and it is this 
mega spirit that gives new scale 
and scope to our objectives, “ 

the PM said.
The two 

leaders also 
announced 
that India 
and the US 
have set a 
USD 500 
billion tar-
get for bilat-
eral trade by 
2030. “To-
day, we have 
also set a 

target to increase our bilateral 
trade to more than double, 
reaching USD 500 billion by 
2030. Our teams will work on 
finalising very soon a mutually 
beneficial trade agreement, “ 
PM Modi said, adding that the 
two countries are moving for-
ward in the direction of joint 
development, joint production, 
and transfer of technology.

QUetta: At least 11 labourers 
were killed and seven others 
critically injured when a bomb, 
planted on a road in the Shahrag 
area of Harnai in Pakistan’s 
Balochistan province, exploded 
on Friday.

As per details, the bomb ex-
ploded when a vehicle carrying 
coal miners was passing nearby.

“The explosives are suspected 
to be an improvised explosive 
device (IED), which was planted 
on the road,” said Hazrat Wali 
Kakar, Deputy Commissioner 
of Harnai.

The security forces cordoned 
off the area as the bodies of the 
killed and the injured were 
shifted to the hospital.

Hospital authorities con-
firmed the number of fatali-
ties, out of which, at least nine 
were brought to the hospital 
dead, while two succumbed to 
their injuries.

The hospital authorities also 
confirmed that the condition of 
the injured was critical.

The Shahrag area of Harnai, 
Balochistan has witnessed mul-
tiple incidents of bomb blasts 
in the past. It is believed that 
the bomb blasts were targeted 
at disrupting the mining work 
going on in the area as the ma-
jority of deceased in the blasts 
were coal miners.

The other suspected rea-
son for targeting coal miners 
is that the workers were not 
Balochistan natives.

As per the Mines Depart-
ment, the majority of the killed 
coal miners belong to Swat and 
Shangla of Khyber Pakhtunkh-
wa (KP).

No militant group has 
claimed responsibility for the 
attack. However, the separatist 

group from Balochistan, BLA 
(Baloch Liberation Army) has 
been active in carrying out simi-
lar attacks in the past.

The Balochistan provincial 
government condemned the 
attack and announced that an 
immediate investigation had 
been launched.

“Terrorists who target inno-
cent citizens do not deserve any 
forgiveness. Strict action will 
continue against the elements 
damaging the peace of Balo-
chistan,” said Chief Minister 
Balochistan, Sarfaraz Bugti.

“The intentions of the enemies 
of peace will not be allowed to 
succeed under any circumstances. 
Balochistan government is taking 
all possible steps to protest the 
lives and property of the people,” 
he added.

Pakistan Interior Minister 
Mohsin Naqvi also condemned 
the attack and vowed to bring 

the culprits to justice and be held 
accountable for their misdeeds.

“The beasts who target inno-
cent civilians should not be shown 
any mercy,” he said.

In the past, it has been seen 
that labourers and workers from 
Punjab province, working in dif-
ferent parts of Balochistan, have 
been killed after identification of 
their origin by militants.

Balochistan province has been 
a witness to many targeted attacks 
by militant groups, keeping the 
government, law enforcement 
agencies and the security forces 
on their heels.

Pakistan has maintained that 
the groups operating in Balo-
chistan and Khyber Pakhtunkh-
wa (KP) are getting their support 
and facilitation from the Afghan 
Taliban in Afghanistan, who 
Islamabad insists, is providing 
support to anti-Pakistan groups 
and their activities in Pakistan.

United nations: The 
United Nations welcomes all 
efforts to resolve the Ukraine-
Russia conflict and sees the 
phone call between the US and 
Russian leaders as a “positive 
thing, “ a UN spokesman said.

“What we would appreciate is 
any efforts to resolve the war in 
Ukraine that would involve the 
Russian and Ukrainian sides. 
And so obviously, if both of them 
are willing to be involved in a 
process, that would be a wel-
come development, “ said Far-
han Haq, deputy spokesman for 
UN Secretary-General Antonio 
Guterres, on Wednesday, speak-
ing of the phone conversation.

“Given the importance of the 
United States and the Russian 

Federation, the UN welcomes 
any efforts to resolve issues 
through regular contact, “ the 
spokesman said at a daily press 
briefing, calling the conversa-
tion between the two leaders 
“a positive thing.”

The White House and the 
Kremlin announced separately 

on Wednes-
day that US 
President 
D o n a l d 
Trump and 
R u s s i a n 
President 
V l a d i m i r 
Putin held a 
phone con-
versation, 
reports Xi-

nhua news agency.
After his first official phone 

call with Russia’s President 
Vladimir Putin after he became 
President, Trump posted on 
Truth Social, “We both agreed, 
we want to stop the millions of 
deaths taking place in the War 
with Russia/Ukraine.”

Paris: Artificial Intelligence 
(AI) is now writing codes of 
humanity in this century and 
its potential in transforming 
millions of lives is absolutely 
amazing to see and perceive, 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
said here on Tuesday.

Addressing the jam-packed, 
two-day ‘AI Action Summit’ 
alongside French President 
Emmanuel Macron and other 
global leaders, PM Modi said 
the world must democratise 
technology and AI can help 
meet that goal.

“AI is already reshaping our 
polity, economy, security and 
even our society. AI is writ-
ing the code for humanity in 
this century, “ said the Prime 

Minister.
PM Modi further stated that 

AI is developing at an unprec-
edented scale and speed, and 
being adopted and deployed 
faster than ever before globally, 
including in India.

“Governance is also about en-
suring access to all, especially in 
the Global South. It is where AI 
can help transform millions of 
lives by improving health, edu-
cation, agriculture and more, “ 
said PM Modi, adding that there 
is a need for collective global 
efforts to establish governance 
and standards.

India and France have 
worked together for years 
through initiatives like the In-
ternational Solar Alliance (ISA).

“As we advance our partner-
ship in AI, it is a natural pro-
gression from sustainability to 
innovation to shape a smarter 
and responsible future. AI mod-
els must also be efficient and 
sustainable in size, data needs 
and resources requirements, “ 
the Prime Minister noted.

Hailing the country’s digi-
tal public infrastructure (DPI) 
which is built around an open 
and accessible network, the 
Prime Minister said it offers 
wide range of applications to 
“modernise our economy, re-
form governance and transform 
the lives of our people.”

The AI Action Summit has 
brought together global leaders 
and top tech CEOs to discuss 
the future of AI, with a strong 
emphasis on innovation and 
ethical development.

PM Modi arrived in Paris on 
Monday, landing at Orly Airport 
before heading to the Elysee 
Palace for a dinner hosted by 
President Macron. The din-
ner saw the presence of several 
dignitaries, including US Vice 
President JD Vance.

During their meeting on the 
sidelines of the dinner, PM 
Modi congratulated Vance on 
his victory in the US Presidential 
elections.

Ukraine ‘may be Russian 
someday’, wants Kyiv to 
trade natural resources 
for US aid says Trump 

washington:  US President 
Donald Trump has suggested 
Ukraine may fall under Russian 
control “someday”, as he called for 
the war-torn country to share its 
natural resources in exchange for 
US assistance.

Trump, whose return to power 
has thrown doubt over billions of 
dollars in US aid to Ukraine, told 
Fox News on Monday that he had 
told Kyiv he wanted “$500 billion 
worth of rare earth”. Ukrainian 
officials had “essentially agreed” 
to the proposal, he claimed.\ 
Ukraine has “tremendously valu-
able land in terms of rare earth, 
in terms of oil and gas, in terms 
of other things, “ Trump said.

“I want to have our money 
secured because we’re spend-
ing hundreds of billions of dol-
lars.” “They may make a deal, 
they may not make a deal. They 
may be Russian someday, or they 
may not be Russian someday. 
But we are going to have all this 
money in there and I say I want it 
back.” Trump, who has been vocal 
about the need for a quick end to 
the conflict, had earlier floated 
the idea of meeting Ukrainian 
President Volodymyr Zelensky 
this week.

Further, CNN in its report said 
that these remarks of Trump are 
likely to please the Kremlin, which 
has illegally annexed four Ukrai-
nian regions since launching its 
invasion. US envoy to Ukraine 
and Russia, General Keith Kel-
logg, announced he would discuss 
their vision for peace in Ukraine 
with allies at the Munich Security 
Conference, on February 14-16.

seoUl:  Bank customers are 
rushing to buy gold on dashed 
hopes for early rate cuts by 
the Federal Reserve (Fed) and 
woes over the policies of US 
President Donald Trump’s ad-
ministration, industry data 
showed on Wednesday.

According to the data, the 
country’s top five banks -- KB 
Kookmin, Shinhan, Hana, 
Woori and NH Nonghyup -- 
have sold a combined 24.2 
billion won ($16.7 million) 
worth of gold bars this month, 
sharply up from 7.96 billion 
won a year earlier.

The tally also marks a sharp 
rise from 12.4 billion won dur-
ing the same period of last 
month, reports Yonhap news 
agency.

The dim outlook for the 
Fed’s early rate cuts, along 
with increased uncertainties 
triggered by the Trump admin-
istration’s high tariffs, among 
other factors, is prodding bank 
customers to seek safe assets, 
such as gold.

As of Tuesday, the price of 1 
gram of gold stood at 156, 230 
won, the highest since March 

2014, when the country’s gold 
exchange was launched, and 
nearly double from 86, 000 
won on Feb. 13 last year.

The daily trading volume 
of gold in the country came 
to 102 billion won Tuesday, 
breaching the 100 billion-won 
threshold for the first time.

Meanwhile, South Korean 
stocks finished higher on 
Wednesday, led by gains of 
tech shares and shipbuild-
ers, as investors digested US 
President Donald Trump’s new 
tariff scheme. The local cur-

rency fell against the US dollar.
The benchmark Korea 

Composite Stock Price Index 
(KOSPI) added 9.34 points, 
or 0.37 per cent, to close at 2, 
548.39, extending a winning 
streak to a second session.

Trade volume was moderate 
at 453.32 million shares worth 
13.19 trillion won ($9.08 bil-
lion), with losers outnumber-
ing winners 551 to 332.

Eyes are also on U.S. infla-
tion data for January, which 
was to be released on Wednes-
day (US time).

India not neutral, it is on side of peace: 
PM Modi on Russia-Ukraine conflict
PM Modi also recalled 
his message to Russian 
President Vladimir Putin 
that it is not the era for war

UN chief Antonio Guterres calls for democratising 
Artificial Intelligence, avoiding geopolitical divide

UN welcomes efforts to resolve Ukraine 
conflict following Trump-Putin phone call

AI writing code for humanity in this century, 
time to democratise tech: PM Modi

Bank customers rush to buy 
gold amid woes over rates, 
Donald Trump policies

Eleven Labourers Killed in Bomb Blast in Pakistan Leading Australian expert calls for urgent 
action to reduce impacts of climate change

PM Modi’s ‘MAGA, MIGA’ equation for India-US ‘MEGA’ ties



Its bicentenary 
this year provides 
a wonderful 
opportunity to 
celebrate the 
30th anniversary 
of this hugely 
successful, rail-
related Bollywood 
blockbuster and 
its new musical 
opening in the UK 
this summer”
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As artificial intelli-
gence reshapes the 
world, different na-
tions are steering its 

development in their ways. 
Silicon Valley’s AI is largely 
capitalistic, designed for com-
mercial success, and often 
reflects a Western perspec-
tive. China’s DeepSeek AI, 
on the other hand, follows a 
state-controlled model that 
serves government interests 
and policies. In this evolv-
ing landscape, India has the 
opportunity to introduce a 
more balanced and ethical 
AI system rooted in its rich 
heritage and inclusive phi-
losophy.  

With global AI models 
reflecting their respective 
national priorities, India’s 
unique strength lies in its 
philosophical depth and 
knowledge systems. Ancient 
Indian texts such as the Ve-
das, Upanishads, Bhagavad 
Gita, Ramayana, Puranas, and 
Kautilya’s Arthashastra of-
fer unparalleled insights into 
ethics, governance, strategy, 
and human consciousness. By 
incorporating this intellectual 
wealth, India-developed AI 
can be more holistic, inclusive, 
and human-centric, unlike 
AI models solely relying on 
commercial or state interests.  

Indigenous AI Model: 
Recognizing the potential 
of a homegrown AI model, 
the Government of India 
has officially announced its 
plans to develop a founda-
tional AI model. Union IT 
Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw 

recently confirmed that In-
dia will build its generative 
AI model, setting the stage 
for the country’s entry into 
global AI competition. This 
initiative aligns with India’s 
broader vision of self-reliance 
in technology and reducing 
dependence on foreign AI 
models.  

India is expected to launch 
its first homegrown founda-
tional AI model by the end of 
this year, aimed at competing 
with global AI giants like Ope-
nAI’s ChatGPT and China’s 
DeepSeek AI. This strategic 
push toward indigenous AI 
development is crucial for 
ensuring that India’s AI aligns 
with its cultural, ethical, and 
governance frameworks rath-
er than being influenced by 
external narratives.  

PM Modi’s recent discus-
sions on AI in Paris under-
score India’s commitment 
to playing a significant role 
in AI governance and eth-
ics. These international col-
laborations can help India 
shape AI policies that balance 
innovation with responsible 
usage, ensuring that AI ben-
efits society without leading 
to exploitation or bias.  

Ancient Wisdom: A sig-
nificant step in India’s AI 
journey would be digitizing 
and integrating its ancient 
texts into AI training models. 
Currently, most AI models 
are trained on modern data-
sets that lack historical and 
philosophical depth. India 
can change this by feeding 
thousands of years of docu-

mented wisdom into AI 
systems, ensuring they offer 
insights beyond profit-driven 
or state-controlled decision-
making.  

For example, the Bhaga-
vad Gita provides deep in-
sights into moral dilemmas, 
decision-making, and self-
discipline, which could help 
AI systems develop a more 
ethical reasoning framework. 
Kautilya’s Arthashastra con-
tains advanced knowledge of 
governance, strategy, and eco-
nomic policies, which could 
be used to create AI models 
capable of policy analysis and 
financial forecasting. Similar-
ly, Ayurveda and Yoga could 
be integrated into AI-driven 
healthcare solutions, mak-
ing them more holistic and 
wellness-oriented.  

India’s AI strategy should 
leverage its cultural strengths 
while ensuring its competi-
tiveness in global advance-
ments. The challenge is how 
effectively India can merge 
this traditional wisdom with 
modern AI architecture, en-

suring it remains relevant, 
scalable, and globally com-
petitive. 

Regulation Frameworks: 
With AI advancing rapidly, 
the risk of misuse is a grow-
ing concern. Deepfakes, 
misinformation, biased 
decision-making, and data 
privacy threats pose signifi-
cant challenges. India must 
take a proactive approach in 
formulating AI regulations 
and ethical guidelines to 
ensure responsible AI use. 
Additionally, India should 
encourage open-source AI 
models, ensuring that AI 
development remains trans-
parent and accessible rather 
than being monopolized by 
a few corporations or gov-
ernment entities. India, with 
its deep-rooted traditions of 
knowledge, spirituality, and 
inclusivity, is well-positioned 
to develop an AI model that is 
both technologically advanced 
and morally responsible.  

The author is a senior 
journalist and columnist, 

views are personal.

India must develop an AI model that integrates ancient 
Vedic wisdom with modern technology. This model should be 
culturally rooted, ethical, and inclusive, distinct from Western 
and Chinese AI models.

ancient Wisdom to 
Power india’s ai 

MuMbai: Former actress 
Isha Kopikar was joined by 
her parents and daughter 
Rianna to take a dip in the 
divine waters at the Maha 
Kumbh.

Isha took to her Instagram, 

where she shared a video 
featuring clips and pictures 
from her visit. In the reel, the 
actress is seen taking a dip in 
the waters with her daughter. 
In a frame her parents can be 
seen. A photograph showed 

the actress offering prayers.
“Three generations, one sa-

cred moment. Taking a dip in 
the divine waters of Kumbh, 
embracing faith, tradition, 
and blessings together, ” she 
wrote.

MuMbai: Vicky Kaushal and 
Rashmika Mandanna offered 
prayers at the famous Golden 
Temple in Amritsar as they 
landed in the city to promote 
their next, “Chhaava”.

While Rashmika Mandanna 
looked beautiful in a pink sal-
war kameez with golden em-
bellish, Vicky Kaushal wore a 
white kurta and pajama.

Expressing his experience 
of visiting the Golden Temple, 
Vicky Kaushal penned a note 
on his Instagram that read, 
“There’s something about #Sri-
HarmandirSahib! The peace, 
the divinity, the power of 
prayer. As we bring #Chhaava 
to the world, I hope it reflects 
even a fraction of the strength 
and devotion this sacred place 
inspires. Rabb meher bakshe. 
Satnam Waheguru.”

He also dropped a few snip-
pets from the religious visit on 
social media.

A couple of hours back, as 

the two co-stars landed in 
Amritsar as part of the film’s 
promotional tour, Rashmika 
Mandanna took to the stories 
section of her IG and posted a 
picture where she can be seen 
posing with her co-star Vicky 
Kaushal in the backdrop of an 
aircraft. “Amritsar... Ki Haal 
aaaa!!!”, she penned as the 
caption. The ‘Varisu’ actress 
posed in a cream T-shirt, along 
with baggy blue denim, where-
as Vicky Kaushal faced the 

camera in a black sweatshirt 
and black sweatpants, paired 
with a matching sports cap. 
Vicky Kaushal also shared a 
similar post on his Instagram.

Vicky Kaushal started the 
promotional tour for “Chhaa-
va” by seeking blessings at 
Chhatrapati Sambhaji Ma-
haraj’s city. The ‘Raazi’ actor 
offered prayers to Lord Shiva 
at the Shri Grishneshwar Jy-
otirlinga in Chhatrapati Samb-
hajinagar.

MuMbai: Actress Deepika 
Padukone has expressed her 
heartfelt gratitude to Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi for 
his unwavering dedication to 
supporting students’ mental 
well-being.

A strong advocate for men-
tal health awareness, Padu-
kone took to social media to 
thank the Prime Minister for 
prioritizing students’ mental 
health, especially as the 8th 
edition of “Pariksha Pe Char-
cha” focuses on this crucial is-
sue. The popular event, hosted 
by Prime Minister Modi, en-
gages students in discussions 
about education, stress, and 
examinations.

Taking to her Instagram 
handle, Deepika shared a 
video where she revealed 
that the episode would feature 
an important conversation 
about the significance of men-
tal well-being, particularly 
in the context of education. 
Sharing the video, the ‘Piku’ 
actress wrote in the caption, 
“‘Pariksha Pe Charcha’ is 
back with its 8th edition! 
And this time, we’ll also be 
discussing the importance 
of mental health. Thank you, 
Honourable Prime Minister 
@narendramodi, for your 
commitment to this cause. 

I look forward to launching 
our episode… #PPC2025.”

The promo video begins 
with a student asking Padu-
kone about the important 
things they can do to im-
prove their mental health. 
The actress advised students 
to always express themselves 
and never suppress their feel-
ings, whether with family or 
friends.

The 39-year-old actress 
also opened up about her bat-
tle with depression, stating, 
“I want to thank our Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
for giving us this platform 
to come out as warriors, not 
worriers. I want to wish all of 
you the very best.”

Prime Minister Modi 
launched the eighth edition 
of Pariksha Pe Charcha (PPC) 
2025 on Monday in Delhi. In 
the first episode, he interacted 
with students at Delhi’s Sun-
der Nursery, discussing strate-
gies to manage exam stress.

The second episode will 
feature Deepika Padukone, 
who will engage with students 
on the importance of mental 
health and well-being, sharing 
her personal experiences and 
insights. The second episode 
of “Pariksha Pe Charcha” will 
be released on February 12.

MuMbai: As part of the cel-
ebrations for the 200th an-
niversary of modern railways 
in 2025, Britain’s railway net-
work is set to commemorate 
30 years of the iconic film “Dil-
wale Dulhaniya Le Jayenge.”

In a unique collaboration 
with Yash Raj Films, the ini-
tiative aims to highlight the 
unifying power of love through 
a special UK-India cultural 
celebration.

YRF will also be celebrating 
30 years of “DDLJ,” one of the 
highest-grossing Hindi films 
of all time. The film, starring 
Shah Rukh Khan and Kajol in 
the lead roles, was extensively 
shot in the UK, with the iconic 
King’s Cross Railway Station 
serving as the backdrop where 
the film’s lead pair first meet 
and discover their deep love 
for each other.

In celebration of Valentine’s 
Day, Britain’s railway and 
YRF have announced a cul-
tural collaboration to highlight 
the romance of train travel. 
YRF is currently producing 
a musical adaptation of “Dil-
wale Dulhaniya Le Jayenge,” 
titled “Come Fall in Love – The 
“DDLJ Musical” (CFIL), set 
to premiere at Manchester 
Opera House on 29 May 2025, 
running until 21 June 2025.

As part of the collabora-
tion, immersive activations 
will take place at Manchester 
and London railway stations, 
celebrating how love can unite 
cultures through the magic 
of Come Fall in Love and the 
iconic legacy of DDLJ.

“Come Fall in Love – The 
DDLJ Musical,” an English 
language musical is being di-
rected by Aditya Chopra, the 
original director of DDLJ. It 
follows Simran, a young British 
Indian woman who finds her-
self engaged to a family friend 
in India in an arranged mar-

riage. However, the plot thick-
ens when she falls in love with 
a British man named Roger.

The production will feature 
an original score, complete 
with 18 English songs. The core 
team of CFIL is truly an amal-

gamation of East Meets West! 
Music is by Vishal Dadlani 
and Sheykhar Ravjiani, and 
the book and lyrics are by Nell 
Benjamin (Mean Girls, Legally 
Blonde).

In a statement, Suzanne 
Donnelly, Executive Director 
of Railway 200, shared, “We’re 
very pleased to partner with 
Yash Raj Films and celebrate 
the enduring romance of rail 
and the power of connection 
across the world. The railway 
has long inspired filmmakers 
and helped to shape our cultur-
al landscape. Its bicentenary 
this year provides a wonder-
ful opportunity to celebrate 
the 30th anniversary of this 
hugely successful, rail-related 
Bollywood blockbuster and its 
new musical opening in the 
UK this summer.”

Notably, “DDLJ” holds the 
record as the longest-running 
film in Indian cinema, having 
been continuously screened 
in Mumbai since its release 
in 1995.

Gulshan Kumar
Jagadhri

Educationist Dr. M.K. Sehgal 
was honored at a hotel in Noi-
da last evening with “India’s 
Most Impactful School leader-
ship Award-2024” for his con-
tribution to nation building. 
The award was given by the 
well-known organization IPN 
Network of School Education 

and India’s 7th Rank Univer-
sity Amrita Vishwa Vidyapeeth 
Coimbatore-Tamilnadu. The 
IPN Foundation has more 
than 15000 schools and more 
than 5 lakh teachers/acade-
micians of India associated 
with it. This honor is given 
to academicians who have 
been consistently excelling in 
the field of school education 
and achieved unprecedented 

success with their hard work, 
perseverance and visionary 

mission and set an example. 
Dr. M.K. Sehgal, who is 

the chairman of St. Law-
rence International School 
Jagadhri and Vyaspur, is also 
the President of the Yamu-
nanagar-Jagadhri Manage-
ment Association (affiliated to 
All India Management Asso-
ciation) and is also associated 
with education as well as lots 
of social service activities. He 

has instrumental in develop-
ing number of  institutions in 
Vyaspur, Jagadhri, Mullana. His 
participation in socio-cultural 
activities makes him a distinct 
person of Haryana, which is 
dedicated to promoting edu-
cation and entrepreneurship. 
The honor ceremony took place 
on 8th February at Radisson 
Hotel in Greater Noida. At the 
ceremony, the founder of IPN 

Forum Gaurava Yadav appre-
ciated and congratulated Dr. 
Sehgal’s achievements.

Dr. M.K. Sehgal said that it 
is a matter of great respect to 
receive the award which will 
inspire him to improve further 
in future. He urged the teachers 
and entrepreneurs not to let 
their dreams die. Always move 
forward with strong will, which 
will surely get success. 

Indian Army officers lays a flower wreath as he pays tribute to Sikh warrior General Sardar Sham Singh Attari, on 
the occasion of the 179th Martyrdom Day of Sikh warrior General Sardar Sham Singh Attariwala at India Gate, on 
February 10, 2025 in Amritsar, India. Tributes were paid to legendary Sikh general Sham Singh Attariwala, known 
for his valour in the 1846 Battle of Sobraon against the British forces.  PHOTO-PRABHJOT GILL  

Bollywood Actress Gul Panag  participating  Atari Until Bicycle Rally  which 
was taken out on the occasion of the 179th Martyrdom Day of Sikh warrior 
General Sardar Sham Singh Attariwala at India Gate, on February 10, 2025 
in Amritsar, India. Tributes were paid to legendary Sikh general Sham Singh 
Attariwala, known for his valour in the 1846 Battle of Sobraon against the 
British forces. PHOTO-PRABHJOT GILL  

isha Kopikar takes dip in divine waters of Maha Kumbh: embracing faith, blessings together

deepika Padukone Thanks 
PM Modi For Supporting 
Students’ Mental Well-Being

Vicky Kaushal & rashmika Mandanna 
seek blessings at the golden Temple 
amidst ‘chhaava’ promotions

30 Years of ‘Dilwale Dulhaniya 
Le Jayenge’ to Be Celebrated 
by Britain’s Railway

educationist dr. M.K. Sehgal honored with “india Most impactful School leader award”

It was the afternoon of April 
1996, when I was sitting in 
my newsroom of ‘Jansatta’ 
in Chandigarh. Suddenly the 
Resident Editor  Om Thanvi 
entered. There was a girl with 
him. Thanvi sahab introduced 
her and said that she is Asha 
Saini and will work as a sub-
editor. Asha was so simple 
and dedicated to work that 
within a few days I developed 
a good relationship with her. 
She used to call me Bhaiji and 
had a deep interest in subjects 
like art, environment. Painting 
was another hobby of hers. She 
stayed in Jansatta for about 
one and a half years, but the 
relationship with her was 
formed forever. It is a coinci-
dence that when I moved from 
Jansatta to Indian Express, 
then Jansatta and finally to 
Tehelka in Delhi, during this 
time Asha also started writing 
in Tehelka. On 12 February, 
Asha departed from this world 
at the age of just 58.

Asha Saini, who wrote un-
der the name Asha Arpit, had 
a great grip on subjects like 
art and environment. Her 

language was so simple and 
excellent that hardly any as-
pect of the subject was missed 
while writing. Asha was not 
well for some days but we felt 
that with the tenacity with 
which she lived her life, she 
would overcome this difficult 
time. But perhaps God did not 
want this.

Everyone looked at Asha, a 
member of Chandigarh Press 
Club, with great respect. She 
was also the General Secre-
tary of Chandigarh Journal-
ist Association. Asha  had a 
good grip on the subjects of 
art and she used to write on 
them continuously. Asha, 
originally from Hoshiarpur, 
did not marry and dedicated 
her life to writing, photography 

and painting. Asha had made 
a good name as a painter and 
photographer and many exhi-
bitions of her paintings were 
also held in places like Shimla, 
Chandigarh.

She also made a name as a 
travel writer and blogger. She 
had a keen interest in the en-
vironment and her articles in 
Tehelka ‘Haridwar-Rishikesh 
Corridor should not snatch 
away jobs’ and ‘Mountains 
are cracking due to human 
mistakes’ were the center of 
much discussion. Books writ-
ten by Asha like ‘Yoga and Self 
Management’, ‘The Pick and 
Choose’ and ‘Kumbh’ became 
quite popular. Apart from 
Jansatta, Asha also worked 
for newspapers like Dainik 

Tribune, Amar Ujala, Punjab 
Kesari.

She was born in 1967 in 
Hoshiarpur, Punjab. For the 
last 10-12 days, she was ad-
mitted for treatment in PGI, 
Chandigarh. Former Director 
General of Doordarshan, Dr. 
Krishna Kumar Rattu is the 
husband of her sister. All her 
fellow writers are shocked by 
this sudden demise of Asha. 
From Chandigarh Press Club 
to various journalist organiza-
tions, leaders and intellectuals 
have mourned her death.  

Heartfelt tribute to Asha 
Saini from the ‘Financial 

World’.  - Rakesh Rocky

TriBuTe: aSha arPiT 

(5 August, 1967 - 12 February, 2025) 

A Journalist,
Writer and painter 
dedicated to society


